The Mythical Method

In manipulating a continuous parallel between contemporaneity and antiquity, Mr. Joyce is pursuing a
method which others must pursue affer him. They will not be imitators, any more than the scientist
who uses the discoveries of an Einstein in pursuing his own, independent, further investigations. It is
simply a way of controlling, of ordering, of giving shape and significance to the immense panorama of
futility and anarchy which is contemporary history. It is a method already adumbrated by Mr. Yeats,
and of the need for which I believe that Mr. Yeats to have been first contemporary to be conscious.
Psychology (such as it is, and whether our reaction to it be comic or serious), ethnology, and The
Golden Bough have concurred to make possible what was impossible even a few years ago. Instead of
narrative method, we may now use the mythic method. It is, I seriously believe, a step foward making
the modern world possible for art.

T.S. Eliot, from Ulysses, Order, and Myth (1923)



