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SUMMARY OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER IN GREAT BRITAIN

A Tomb of the Unknown Soldier refers to a monument which wants to commemorate all the dead soldiers’ services and sacrifice for the Nation and people of their country of all those dead during the First World War.

The ritual of the Unknown Soldier started with the idea that the Reverend David Railton had. He saw a grave marked by a rough cross with the inscription “An Unknown British Soldier”. He suggested the idea of a  symbolical funeral and a national monument to commemorate all the dead soldiers in War and their sacrifice for all the Nation. 

The Unknown Soldier was chosen between four anonymous bodies of British soldier dead in France during the War. They were chosen by the Brigadier General L. J. Wyatt. After that, the soldier’s body was placed in a wooden coffin covered by the Union Jack. The coffin was sent from France to England by boat. 

When the coffin arrived in England, it was brought to London and after a procession it arrived at Westminster Abbey where it was buried on the 11th November 1920. On October 17 1921 the American General John J. Pershing presented the Medal of Honor to the Unknown Soldier of Great Britain.

Today the first thing visitors see when they go to Westminster Abbey is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The Tomb creates such a deep sentiment and emotion specially in old people who maybe had direct experiences with the First World War. 

In conclusion, I can say that the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and in particular the ritual of the Unknown Soldier are, respectively, a monument and a ritual to commemorate all the soldiers who dead during the First World War. He represented all the soldiers dead during the War independently of their rank, army body and age. 

I think that, the ritual of the Unknown Soldier, had the function of console all the mothers who lost sons, all the wives who lost husbands, all the brothers and sisters who lost their father, all the grandparents and relatives who lost their sons and grand sons. All these persons saw their relatives dead under the pain and the difficulty of the War and they didn’t do anything to save or help them. They wanted to give a worthy and respectable grave to their relatives to thank they for they sacrifice for the Country. 

The language used in the text I’d read is narrative, historical and descriptive because in all of them is illustrated in what consists the ritual of the Unknown Soldier, how the body was chosen and brought from France to England and how it was buried. In some parts of the texts there are some dialogues and witness’ opinions that are used to give more reality to the narration. In addition, 

From this observations I can suppose that the texts were written for people who don’t understand nothing about the Unknown Soldier so they can understand his history and ritual. They could be, also, someone of all the ages because the texts aren’t difficult to understand. 
