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In the present text I’m going to make a summary of the texts about the Reverend Davis Railton and his activities during the First World War. 

David Railton was born in 1884 in London and he came from a Scottish family. He studied at Oxford University and in 1908 became deacon and in 1909 he became priest. After his marriage with Ruby Marion Wilson in 1910, he moved to Kent. While in Folkestone, the First World War broke out and he would have seen hundreds of thousands of soldiers leaving the town for the Western Front. Like many other clergy at that time, he volunteered to serve there as an Army chaplain. It was there in the battlefields that he first considered the concept of the Unknown soldier. 

The idea was born when he saw a grave on which there was a rough cross with the inscription “An Unknown British Soldier”. In August 1920 he wrote another letter but this time to Dean Ryle of Westminster Abbey with the suggestion that an unknown soldier should be buried in the Abbey. Dean Ryle was very impressed with the idea and the Prime Minister, David Lloyd George was enthusiastic and a committee led by the Foreign Secretary, Lord Curzon, agreed the proposal quickly. The arrangements were made to bury an unknown soldier in the Abbey. 

The Unknown Soldier’s body was selected between four bodies by General L. J. Wyatt. The body that was chosen was deposed in a coffin and this one was covered by the Union Flag. The coffin was moved from France to England by boat. Once arrived in London, the coffin was buried in the principal navy of Westminster Abbey. Railton saw his dream became truth.

When he came back from War, he helped parishes in help people after the War and in create some military cemeteries were the dead soldiers could have found an honourable grave. 

He decided to employ all his life in war activities and services to help his fellow citizens and general people in have a better days during that horrible and difficult moment.

The language used in the texts is easy, descriptive and narrative. The syntax is especially paratattic. 

The texts could be read of everyone who wants to know something about the First World War and in particular about who proposed to realize a national monument to commemorate all the dead soldiers in the Great War. 
