ANALYSIS OF THE SONNET “ANNE HATHAWAY”

The text I’m going to analyse is the sonnet “Anne Hathaway” written by Carol Ann Duffy.

   The poem begins saying that the only item that he bequeaths (gives) to his wife, Anne, is their second best bed. This information can reveal the reader that Shakespeare didn’t really love his wife Anne. Through the voice of Anne, she imagines that this second best bed is a sentimental reminder of the Shakespeares' passionate relationship. The bed becomes a symbol of love.        




       In the first three lines Anne tells us that the bed was more than just a bed. It's a "spinning world," and it's filled with all kinds of beautiful and amazing things – forests, castles, torchlight, clifftops, and even the seas Anne is using metaphors. The reader can understand that bed is a magical place for Anne where his husband and she “would dive for pearls”. This metaphor expresses that the lovers search something beautiful, valued and passionate in their bed. In the follow 4 lines, Anne continues to compare his lover to something magical: “My lover’s words were shooting stars which fell to earth as kisses on these lips; my body now a softer rhyme to his, now echo, assonance; his touch a verb dancing in the centre of a noun”. It seems that with these lines Anne rises her lover’s actions and relationship with her. 

                     In the follow lines from line 8 to line ten Anne creates another metaphor by saying that the bed is like a page upon which her husband has written her. It seems like Anne is admitting that she herself is a product of Shakespeare's imagination. Another possibility is that saying that Anne supposes to be loved by Shakespeare in his sonnets given that he didn’t really love her. Anna needs to sleep so she can imagine the sonnets and the plays where his lover can write about her and this action, in particular,
reveals that maybe she knows that Shakespeare didn’t love her sincerely.

      
               
                             Lines 11 and 12 are the centre of the bed scenario. Anne explains that she and Shakespeare reserved the best bed for their guests, and took the second best one for themselves. So, the will's a reminder of the good times she and her husband had in that second best bed. She puts it this way: she and Shakespeare have had poetry, romance and drama in the second best bed, while the guests are just left "dribbling their prose." Maybe Anne is alluding to their romantic moments. 





                    In The last two lines Anne tells us that she will hold onto the memory of her dead husband just as he once held her while lying in that second best bed. The bed becomes a symbol of her enduring love for him.
