ANTONIO AND CLEOPATRA - ANALYSIS ACT I SCENE IV 

The text I’m going to analyse is the scene IV of the first act of the tragedy Antonio and Cleopatra written by William Shakespeare. 

The scenery and setting are changed because we aren’t in Egypt, but we are in Rome at Caesar’s house. Octavius Caesar reading a letter to Lepidus and their train. 

Caesar is telling Lepidus that he doesn’t hate Antonio, he is expressing his opinion about Antonio. His opinion is negative because he condemns Antonio’s activities: fishing, drinking and Antonio’s behaviour which isn’t perfect for a Roman general. He is saying that Antonio has lost the qualities of a real man and he makes a comparison: it means that he behaves as a woman. This is an acute critic. If we recognise Antonio as a woman he criticizes female qualities. 

Caesar says “Vouchsafed to think he had partners. You shall find there a man who is the abstract of all faults that all men follow”. With these words Caesar wanted to say that Antonio didn’t consider people from Rome that wanted to speak to him. In this way, the audience can understand, with the other changes, that Antonio has lost all that qualities that characterizes a great Roman man.

Antonio is the example of all the faults that a man could have. For the Romans the worst quality is to express emotion as woman does. In Lepidus’ words he seems not to believe Antonio has the most terrible qualities.

Caesar repeat that isn’t grave to “tumble on the bed of Ptolemy, to give a kingdom for a mirth, to sit and keep the turn of tippling with a slave, to reel the streets at noon, and stand the buffet with knaves that smells of sweat”. Caesar thinks that this is Antonio’s nature, but his madness hasn’t got excuse if they have to support all his carelessness. His qualities are inherit not purchased. Nature became an important element of Antonio’s behaviour. The scene puts on light Antonio’s bad qualities, it sounds as Antonio behaves as a woman. The idea that comes out of the scene is that woman was the one who is seductive and when a man fall in love with a woman he reveals his feelings. Thus, the reader can understand that wasn’t male to reveal feeling and if a man did this could be seen under a different like, as if he behaves as a woman. It seem as Caesar isn’t a human being, but only a military man because he is against to reveal feelings.

Caesar says that they have to rate him as they do with young guys because he has assignments to carry on both in Rome and in Egypt. In this way Caesar and the Romans want to bring Antonio to his old qualities and assignments. 
