GEOFF FRYER’S ARTICLE MAP

Geoff Dyer wrote the The Missing of the Somme 

Dyer has little in the way of training as a historian → his approach to the war of 1914-1918 is self-consciously the approach of an amateur → he makes no claims to special knowledge 

He worked as a historian → he opened the book and started describe an old family album and moves on to more general reflections on the photography, memorials, and literary testaments of the war 

The First World War was the first war to be memorialised → “The war, it begins to seem, had been fought in order that it might be remembered, that it might live up to its memory.” 

The Missing of the Somme is realistically described → there is a true subject: the remembrance and representation of war. “The issue,” Dyer writes, “is not simply the way the war generates memory but the way memory has determined—and continues to determine—the meaning of the war.”

Dyer not simply mediating the war, but mediating previous attempts to mediate it → he said he wanted to write a book that was not about ‘the War itself but the effect of the idea of [the War] on my generation.’” → Dyer is always searching for “what is not there” → he attempted to mediate the Great War becomes an impossible desire to impose meaning retrospectively

In one of its many threads, Dyer’s book attempts to retrieve, by mingling imagination and facts, the soldiers who perished along the banks of the river Somme in 1916. 

Dyer went to the battlefields where the war was fought to see which were the lands and battles where the soldiers fought

The purpose of Dryer was to comprehend the ways in which wartime memory is used and abused, corrupted and constructed, fought against and submitted to → later generations have to reflect on the wars of the previous century as they recede farther from view
