




THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE 

The English Renaissance is a cultural and artistic movement that lasted from the early 16th century to the mid-17th century. The word “renaissance” means rebirth, rebirth of the classical studies as Latin and Greek language. 

During the Renaissance man understood that the sense of life couldn’t be confine to religion salvation only. The traditional values weren’t sufficient to live well. The Middle Ages neglected all that wasn’t bound with Church; the vote only for salvation didn’t stop the impulse that was growing inside people because they follow only religious aspects like salvation. 

During the Renaissance man rediscovered emotions and feelings. The conflict between religious believes and emotions brought man to find answers to his questions and doubts. Man started to find answers in the classical studies as Latin and Greek literature to coincide God and their new vision.

The human being started to understand that his material feeling was as important as the religious one. 

Another way used by man to find answers for his doubts was drama. Drama and lyrical poetry were the main important literature genre of the Renaissance because it were used to speak about human conflict between emotions and rationality. The nature of the sonnet/ lyrical poetry is the expression of the interior, private and intimate conflict of the human being. Writer were the ones who composed lyrical poetries because, at court, it was a way to communicate feelings and emotions between courtesans. 

In particular, drama was composed of acts and scenes. Every scene was composed of monologues and soliloquy.

In the monologue the actor speaks himself and there are other actors on the stage. In the soliloquy, instead,  the speaker is alone on the stage and pretends nobody is listening to him, so the listener could listen the most intimate, private and personal feelings, thoughts and emotions. Another difference between these two is that in the soliloquy the spectators see only one person who is speaking to his conscience and is alone on the stage, this thing could get close to spectators because they feel more interested. 

The monologue and the soliloquy are more intimate and realistic from the point of view of humanity than the dialogue. The dialogue put on light what the speaker say, not as in monologue and soliloquy how one thing is said. 

In England theatre developed because it satisfied the necessity of all the different social class: in a theatrical representation there were puns and daily stories for the less levels and monologues and poems for the higher class. 

In conclusion, I want to explain why the English Renaissance developed later than the Italian Renaissance. The English Renaissance developed later than the Italian one because translate from Latin or Greek in Italian was easier for Italian scholar. 
