
Pamela, Letter XI
The text is an extract from the novel Pamela by Samuel Richardson.
The extract is composed by a letter written by the protagonist to her parents, in which she tells an episode that occurred to her.
The story is told by Pamela, who enriches it with her considerations and feelings, thus making the reader identify with her.
The text can be divided into three sequences. In the first, Pamela salutes her mother and introduces the facts that she’s going to tell her, the second sequence is occupied mostly by her dialogue with her master, while the last sequence tells about what happened wight after the event told.
Right from the start, the reader can understand how much Pamela fears her master from the phrase “I saw some reason to suspect; for he would look upon me, whenever he saw me, in such a manner, as shewed not well” and from the first line of her master, who says that she always runs away from him.
Fear is Pamela’s prevalent emotion in the rest of the letter, too. Her fear can be understood by the reader, that would probably do the same in her situation, since her master tried to harass her. However, by reading the text, we can see that Pamela doesn’t criticize her master for harassing her, but for not behaving as his social class wants him to do, since Pamela says “Well may I forget that I am your servant, when you forget what belongs to a master.” and “You have taught me to forget myself and what belongs to me, and have lessened the distance that fortune has made between us, by demeaning yourself, to be so free to a poor servant.”. Her master is reproachful because he didn’t respect his duties as a noble and Pamela’s rights as a servant.
From those lines, we can observe Pamela’s cleverness and audacity when talking to her superior, even though this last quality is lessened by her terror and moral rigidity, that makes her an almost irrealistic character.
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