
Eliot thought the Metaphysical poets were representative of his ideologies concerning poetry, as highlighted in his essay The Metaphysical Poets, where he praises them on the basis of their subject matter and their poetry.
They were called metaphysical because their representatives used a metaphysical device: they expanded concepts by the use of figures of speech, and because of the “development by
rapid association of thought” of their works, where they investigated the world by rational discussion of phenomena.
Eliot calls them Elizabethan dramatists’ descendants who unified sensibility, so one can find connection between anything since the world is a unified whole.
While Johnson thought that the fact that “the most heterogeneous ideas” were “yoked by violence
together” was a flaw, Eliot saw this as a necessary element of poetry. The metaphysical poets could combine thought, emotion and sensation, they weren’t self-conscious and their language matched their experience and feeling.
In his essay, Eliot critics 18th and 19th centuries’ poets, since after the metaphysical poets there was a “dissociation of sensibility”, which is a division of thoughts and feelings, while those concepts weren’t separated for the metaphysical poets. Chapman’s work is a recreation of thought into feeling while a thought to Donne was an experience, which modified his sensibility.
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