
Separation may acquire different meanings in life and it may represent some of the most difficult experiences that sooner or later human beings are doomed to face as poetry well has taught its readers.
Discuss with reference to Macbeth’s last monologue and J. Donne’s A Valediction Forbidding Mourning. Single out similarities and dissimilarities and draw personal[image: image1.png]


 conclusions.
The purpose of the present text is to discuss the theme of separation beginning by the analysis of Macbeth’s last monologue and ending with J. Donne’s A Valediction Forbidding Mourning.[image: image2.png]



First of all, I’m going to discuss the similarities and the dissimilarities between the two textual approaches to the theme.
Both texts deal with the loss of a loved one, their protagonists both lose their lover/beloved.[image: image3.png]



However, while J. Donne has to deal with a temporary separation, Macbeth has to deal with a permanent one, the death of his wife.
Examining the contexts of the poems, I expect a mourning, desperate Macbeth, who has to deal with a far more dramatic situation than Donne’s.
On the contrary, the king only reacts with “She should have died hereafter.” and justifies his behavior with a reflection about unavoidable death that will come for everyone.
Donne isn’t “mourning”, too, but he justifies his reaction telling that both his and his mistress’ souls are the same, so by separating they “endure not yet/ a breach, but an expansion”.
So both Macbeth and J. Donne do not mourn for their loss and both justify their behavior. However, the reader imagines Macbeth as emotionless and approves of Donne’s behavior.
That is caused by the different kind of loss, Macbeth’s one isn’t temporary as is Donne’s, therefore in this case the reader expects a person to express an emotion proportional to the love felt for the dead person.
This isn’t always true, since sometimes when people die their loved ones tend to repress emotions and the observer tends to judge those people as “strong tempered”.
Yet even those people tend to say something nice about the dead one, while Macbeth doesn’t. The reader wouldn’t have probably felt disgust for him if he justified his behavior telling how much he hated his wife, but he does it by telling that dying is a common truth to everyone. So Macbeth is emotionless because he thinks that his wife’s death is the same as everyone else’s.
On the contrary, J. Donne doesn’t mourn the loss of his loved one, but he still thinks she’s different from other people, since she and he share the same soul differently from his “Dull sublunary lovers”.
If Donne’s lover died, he would lose a part of himself, and he surely wouldn’t act “emotionless” as Macbeth.
In conclusion, there’s not one kind of separation and there is not one way of dealing with it, too. However people tend to judge other people’s behavior to it by examining how much they feel the lost one was exceptional and different from the others. That’s why Macbeth’s behavior isn’t approved while Donne is. While the first trays his wife as everyone else, J. Donne thinks his lover is different from the others since she shares his soul.
This can be seen in funnels, too. People, in those cases, tend to express how wonderful the dead person was.
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