
Novel
Cultural context
· Emerging of British empire
· Urbanization
· Circulation of democratic ideas
· Concerns with order, reason, method, individualism, pushing back of dogmatism or authoritative system —> Enlightenment values
· Study of nature from a scientific (push out of boundaries of the self to ground reality in empirical ways) and psychological point of view (effort to ground reality on what is personal) —> novel descends from those two point of views
· Rise of popular press and journals and creation of cultural institutions that allowed people to discuss about public matters (coffeehouses or libraries), press divided between elitist “Republic of letters” (mostly composed by scientists) opposed to “Grub Street” populist press composed by a new range of people printing their ideas, not only intellectuals and politicians
Evolution
· Traditional way to create art is to draw from classical canon of established works in terms of content, form or genre
· Novel is “new”, pushes against this tradition of being derivative 
Characteristics
· Set in contemporary England
· Not elitist anymore, new audience, including women, who become authors and subjects, too
· Loose structure
· Experimental
· Relates to personal and private subjects and has a personal point of view
Content
· A lot of comedies of manners, about mores and customs of the day, romance and tests of chastity, moralizing, very prosaic
· True crime novel, dramatization of exploits of criminals
· Travel literature becomes more codified and part of novel structures, a lot of novels are travel based
Form
· Prose, looseness of form
· Most novels are epistolary or diaries
· Not dramatic
· Non-heroic protagonists, everyday people
· Emergence of narrator as a character that guides the reader through the story
· Long descriptive passages
· Picaresque form
· Experimental form
· Self-awareness about form
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