
Rev George Kendall had the task to find six bodies and bring them to a French military base to choose one of them to become the Unknown Warrior. Journalists pursued him until his death to reveal his identity, but he never told the truth even to his family. Even in his autobiography he writes that: “All I can say was that he was chosen from the countless unnamed dead in France and Flanders, that the nation might honor him, and this without distinction of rank, birth or service.”
He was born in 1881. He was a steel worker before training as a Primitive Methodist minister. He volunteered as a chaplain with Windsor’s regiment and became a senior chaplain with the rank of major. In 1918 he took the charge of exhuming the fallen’s bodies to move them to the new grave cemeteries.
There are a lot of myths about the Unknown Warrior, claiming that the government knew exactly who he was, while Kendall tells that “In all six bodies were finally taken to the headquarters at St Pol, near Arras. Those who awaited the bodies at St Pol did not even know from where they had come. The six coffins were placed in a hut, and each covered with a Union Jack. All night they rested on trestles, with nothing to distinguish one from the other. The door of the hut was locked, and sentries were posted outside. In the morning a general entered the hut. He placed his hand on one of the flag-shrouded coffins, and the body therein became ‘The Unknown Warrior’.”. After these events he stayed in France and went back to work. During the Second World War, he served as a military chaplain in London.
He wrote his autobiography in February 1961 and died five months later.

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


