
In this text I’m going to provide information about the history of the Unknown Soldier of Great Britain.
The tomb of the Unknown Soldier is a monument dedicated to an unknown warrior symbolizing each soldier killed in the Great War.
It is said that the idea was suggested by Reverend David Railton. While serving as a chaplain on the Western Front in 1916, he saw a grave marken by a wooden cross that marked “An Unknown British Soldier”. Four years later, he proposed to the Dean of Westminster to create a symbolic funeral and burial of an “Unknown Warrior” accompanied with a national monument, so the memorial came to life.
There are different versions about how the selection went, but it is generally accepted that between  four and six bodies were exhumed by the main Western Front’s battle areas. However Rev George Kendall, who had the task to find the bodies and bring them to a French military base, in his autobiography affirms that they were six and gives more details about the selection, but refuses to tell anything about the Unknown Soldier’s identity.
The Unknown Soldier was chosen by Brigadier General L.J. Wyatt between six different coffins, each covered with a Union Jack, not knowing where they came from.
The next morning, Chaplains of the Church of England, the Roman Catholic Church and Non-Conformist churches held a service before the body was escorted to Boulogne and put into a coffin sent from England, adorned with a crusader’s sword and a shield.
Then he was transported to Dover on the HMS Verdun, and, in the end, to Victoria Station in London by train.
On November 11 1920 the casket was brought through London in a procession on a gun carriage, and stopped in Whitehall, where King George V unveiled the Cenotaph.
The procession ended at Westminster Abbey, where the soldier was buried at the west end of the abbey’s nave. The coffin was covered by a wild funeral pall and the Padre’s flag, buried in soil brought from the main battlefields and capped with a temporary stone, that was replaced with the official one (a black Belgian marble stone) the following year.
The week after the burial over a million people visited the abbey, and the site is still one of the most visited war graves in the world.
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