
David Railton
David Railton was the inspirer of the Grave of the Unknown Soldier in Westminster Abbey.
He was born in 1884 in Stoke Newington London. He attended Macclesfield Grammar School and Keble College, Oxford. He became priest in 1909 and was appointed Edge Hill’s curate before moving to Kent after his marriage.
When the First World War broke out, he volunteered to serve as an Army chaplain in the Western Front. It was here that the idea of the Unknown Warrior came to him. When he saw a grave signaled by a white wooden cross across which was written “An Unknown Soldier of The Black Watch, he wrote to Field Marshall Douglas Haig proposing to return to England a war’s representative, but he had no response.
In 1920 he wrote to the Dean of Westminster to suggest his idea again, and this time he was supported, so on 11 November 1920 the Unknown Soldier was buried in Westminster Abbey. David Railton donated the Union Flag that he used during the war to the Abbey, so it was first used to cover the Unknown Soldier’s coffin, while now hangs close to his grave.
He was then appointed to St John’s and he introduced a series of initiatives to cooperate with other churches. He served in other churches, too, before serving with the RAF during the Second World War and finally retiring. He died in 1955 falling from a moving train.
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