
The purpose of this text is to analyze and find out typical Renaissance aspects of Shakespeare’s Sonnet 130.
In this sonnet,the speaking voice dialogues with the reader, describing him the dark lady.
In the first quatrain, the speaking voice degrades his mistress’ eyes, saying that they’re nothing like the sun, then he proceeds doing the same for her lips, saying that they’re less red than coral, and her breasts, asking the reader “if snow be white, why then her breasts are dun”,
 and concludes saying that “black wires grow on her head”.
In this quatrain, the speaking voice describes his mistress comparing her to natural elements like the sun, coral or snow. But, on the contrary of the reader’s expectation, which is to hear about the mistress’ hyperbolic beauty; the speaking voice degrades her characteristics, making her seem like a “normal” woman, and not the golden haired angel generally praised by poets.
In the second quatrain, the speaking voice continues his mistress’ description. First he says that his mistress’ cheeks aren’t the color of roses, and that her “reek” breath isn’t as delighting as some perfumes. This time, the speaking voice tells the reader his personal experience. He has seen roses and smelled perfumes, and those are way better than his mistress, which is depicted even worse than in the first quatrain, since her breath even “reeks”.
In the third quatrain, the speaking voice goes on with his mistress’ description, but he doesn’t only give her negative qualities. He says that he loves to hear her speak, but that music is more pleasing, and he says that his mistress isn’t a goddess, since she treads on the ground. The message of this quatrain is that the speaking voice knows that music is more pleasing than his mistress’ voice and that she isn’t a goddess; but, in spite of this, he still loves her.
This introduces the final rhyming couplet, where the speaking voice tells the reader that he believes his love is “as rare as any she belied with false compare”, explaining why he had described his mistress in such way. He tells the reader that his love is as rare as the ones who are praised by other poets, who use “false compares” to describe idealized women who don’t match real ones. His mistress hasn’t got the beauty of an angel, in fact the speaking voice describes her as the opposite, but she is as worthy of his love as the others, meaning that she doesn’t need to be perfect to be loved.
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