
The Renaissance is a cultural movement that developed in Italy in the 15th century and expanded in England in the 16th century. It flourished after the period called Humanism, during which men thought that life couldn’t be confined to religion and salvation as in the Middle Ages, and started to think that material principles were as important as religious ones.
As a consequence, men started to read the classics to know how to conciliate the two principles.
The Renaissance developed later in England because Latin translations needed more time to be written. People focused their investigation on the study of the human being and its nature, in particular English cultured people read books by Seneca and Plutarch, which wrote tragedies that inspired English writers.
During the Renaissance, the main literary genres was lyrical poetry. Lyrical poetry is the expression of the interior, personal and reserved conflict of the human being and explicated in drama and poetry. 
Drama was organized in acts and scenes and was composed by a narrative part (which was composed by dialogues) and a lyrical part (which was composed by monologues).
Monologues were used to make the audience reflect on the text and express the intimate thoughts of the character. While in the monologue the character talks while other people are on the scene, the soliloquy grants a more intimate access to the mind of the character, since he is alone on the scene. The monologue is particularly used by tragedies’ main characters, which are heroes because they all die.
A very popular form of poetry at the time was the sonnet, which was a style of communication bounded to the court; a very popular literary device was the blank verse, which was an unrhymed iambic pentameter.
In particular, Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets, which are arranged in different kinds. The majority of the sonnets is dedicated to “the fair youth”, which is invited to get married and have children to preserve his beauty in time, some of the others are dedicated to “the dark lady” and a very short section is dedicated to the rival poet.
Shakespeare’s sonnet form is made up by three quatrains and a rhyming couplet: the quatrains develop different aspects of a problem, while the final rhyming couplet tries to provide a solution.
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