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Geoff Dyer 
"The Missing of the Somme"


this book is an essay on memory and the First World War  with the approach of an amateur


the narration starts with the describtion of an old family album


the description moves on to more general reflections (about photography, memorials, and war's literary testaments)


subject: the remembrance and representation of war on Dyer's generation 


G. Dyer operates like a historian in reverse  --> from the story of effects to their cause


in conclusion Dyer finds a worthier place for the missing soldiers in our imagination


the book is written to comprehend how "wartime memory is used and abused, corrupted and constructed"









