HISTORY OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER

In 1916 a chaplain called David Railton noticed a makeshift grave on which the cross was written “An Unknown British Soldier” in a garden at the front in France. Four years later he wrote to the Dean of Westminster to convey a remembrance of that scene.

The Funeral of the British Unknown Warrior was to take place on 11 November 1920, the day of the armistice. The British army got through great trouble to ensure that the identity and the origin of the soldier remained unknowable .                                                                                                                                                      The soldier was chosen between the ones buried in the war cemeteries of the four main area of the British battle on the Western front: the Aisne, the Somme, Arras and Ypres. The officers instructions were to resume a random English soldier that was totally unidentifiable, so that every family could imagine that their missing husband, son or father was the Unknown Warrior. The burial parties also had the instruction that the soldier should have fallen in the early part of the conflict, so that the decomposition was advanced enough to obviate the need of a cremation. The soldier was selected among the ones of the British Expedition Force, as precise will of the senior army officers, despite the army had original purposed to take it from sites where the Royal Naval Division also fought. This was not possible, since the Navy had not been deployed in battle zones in the early part of the conflict.                                                                                                                                                                                               The burial party were divided into four parties, and each one had to choose a body that could be distinguished as a British soldier, that did not have any means of identification.  After the four bodies were chosen, they were taken to the chapel of St Pol-our-Ternoise, twenty miles from Arras, where a general and a lieutenant of the Army randomly selected one. Then the body was transferred to Boulogne, where two undertakers placed it into a coffin, designed to look like a sixteen-century treasure chest, that bolted the inscription “ A British Warrior who fell in the Great War 1914-18 for King and Country”.  After a ceremony, the Warrior was taken to the destroyer HMS Verdun, who brought him to Dover, in England.         
While the British Unknown Warrior was being selected, also the France was seeking his Unknown Warrior, the “Poilu Inconnu”, that is now buried beneath the Arc de Triumphe, in Paris.                                                                                In Dover the soldier was placed on a train directed to Vitoria Station, in London. The coffin was  accompanied by a pilgrimage.  
The pilgrimage began with flowers and wreaths’ laying on the Cenotaph by the columns of people which didn’t only belong to military forces or related with members or survivors of British army, but also by people which simply wanted to celebrate the mourning of a country (man, women or child).
Once in London, it was taken to Westminster Abbey, where is now located. 
The pilgrimage passed from a monument to another with different meaning: in the first step people commemorate the mourning of British war dead, in the second step they visited the Unknown Warrior’s grave to pay homage to all warriors who fought and died for their country in the WWI.
There was a big funeral ceremony to commemorate these soldiers and on the 18th of November a temporary stone sealed the grave.

On the 17th of October 1921, the American General John J. Pershing presented the Medal of Honor to the Unknown Soldier of Great Britain.

On the 11th of November the temporary stone marking the Unknown British Soldier was replaced with another which came from Belgium with a glided inscription to commemorate  the Unknown Soldier.  For the inscription it was chosen a text from the Bible: this action provoked a protest from Levy who said that if the soldier’s identity is unknown, it’s unknown also his religion so he could be Jewish, Muslim or others. The Dean justified the inscription saying that if the Unknown soldier sleeps in a Christian abbey, it’s not a surprise to find a Christian inscription.

People perceived the pilgrimage as an event of extreme importance so that they came also from lots of Places of Great Britain and also from British colonies because the Unknown Warrior was not merely a symbol of all dead but with his anonymity every person could assume a personal link with the Unknown Warrior and many thousands of grieving people convinced themselves that their missing loved one really could be buried in the abbey.
Millions of people continue to visit the grave of the soldier like for example the Queen Elizabeth who laid her bridal bouquet on the tomb before walking to the altar for her wedding as a tribute in memory of his lost brother.
Until now nobody knows the identity of the Unknown warrior but there is a interview of David Kendall that makes you think that his father, the army chaplain that found the body, George Kendall, known his secret.

He was born in 1881, first became a steelworker and then trained as a Primitive Methodist minister. He participated in the First World War as a chaplain and in 1918 he took on the grim task of exhuming all the bodies buried where they fell in Belgium, from fields, ditches, and the ruins of buildings, and moving them to the new war grave cemeteries.

All we know about George has written in his autobiography founds by his family.

This newspaper article underlines that George Kendall was aware of a secret about the unknown warrior, but he never revealed to anyone.

The George's son can confirm this fact: he claims that his father never spoke about the secret of the unknown warrior. The only thing that George has revealed is the fact that this famous warrior was chosen among the deceases of France and Flanders and that he was English.

This article wants to remember the chaplain who attended to the choice of the famous  unknown warrior and it wants to keep alive the mystery that surrounds this figure.
World War I Memorials
They were built to commemorate the events of WWI and are civic memorials, larger national monuments, war cemeteries, private memorials and utilitarian designs. 

National and local institution commissioned memorials and politics played an important role in the construction.

The first kind of memorials have a political aim: they were erected to glorify war and to favour the enrolment of soldiers into an army. They are the more ancient: the oldest war memorial in the United Kingdom was Oxford University's All Souls College to celebrate the Hundred Years War. Common soldiers that were dead during a war were almost never buried. 

Indeed during the WW1 things began to change: after the war many countries saw massive devastation and loss of life and people become aware of war’s negative aspects. As it was almost impossible to take the fallen back to England and bury them, lots of people and families felt the need to gain a place where they could mourn. The result was that small village communities erected lots of memorials, most of the times against the government’s will. Differently from the previous ones, these memorials for the first time didn’t glorify war: their aim was to commemorate the fallen and preserve their memory enlisting their names.  They became pacifist memorials and quickly spread in churches, public buildings, factories, railway stations, collieries, schools and so on. An important example can be found in the tomb of the unknown soldier in Westminster Abbey which represents any British fallen soldier during the Great War and became a symbol of hope for the living.

There are many examples all over the world like the Cenotaph, the Neue Wache and the Great Western Railway War Memorial.
The Cenotaph –free from any nationalist or religious reference- wanted to commemorate any soldier of the world and this aspect made him soon very popular.
The architect Edwin Lutyens was committed to produce a design for another temporary structure: taking inspiration from the Greeks and the Egyptians, he put forward the idea of an empty tomb awaiting the return of a missing soldier to commemorate all the British war dead (it went under the name of ‘Cenotaph’ –from Greek ‘empty tomb’–).

It took Lutyens almost two weeks to build the structure which, set in Whitehall- in London-, seemed to be a theatrical set by wood and plaster. 

But nonetheless Lutyens’ design was simple, elegant and neutral and the chosen inscription “THE GLORIOUS DEAD” was free from any national, imperial and warlike connotations: it was a commemoration of a fallen who could represent any race or creed of the world. That’s why the Cenotaph became highly popular: thousands of people laid bouquets, wreaths and flowers on it, making crowds even bigger and after that other parades were organized, including the use of bonfires and fireworks.

Later, the Cabinet decided to place a permanent Cenotaph on the same site because such memories and a mass feeling of the population could not be uprooted. 

The Neue Wache (New Guard House) in Berlin was originally built as a memorial to those who fell in the Napoleonic Wars; in 1931, after been remodeled was assigned to be a memorial or those who fell in the Great War but no unknown soldier was ever interred beneath in the courtyard.
In the absence of government money, a privately funded organization assumed control of public remembrance of the German fallen, and instituted a day of mourning; the principal function of this day was to preserve the memory of the conflict so that it might one day be avenged and not to remember the dead as individuals.

The Neue Wache was badly damaged during the second world war, but when it was restored in 1960 it was renamed the memorial to the victims of fascism and militarism; after the reunification of Germany, the building changed name again and it’s now occupied by remembering all the victims of wars.

In conclusion, the millions of victims of two world wars and criminal governments are commemorated with wreaths and an annual ceremony . But the dead of the First World War still seem largely forgotten. This is the consequence of defeat. 
The Great Western Railway War Memorial is a monument inLondon built in  the 1922 in the memory of  the 2542 employees who died during the First World War and it is situated halfway along platform 1 at London Paddington Station
The stonework was designed by the architect Thomas S. Tait, and the bronze figure by the sculptor Charles Sargeant Jagger.
It is made of bronze statue and represent a British First World War soldier dressed in battle gear, wearing a helmet, woollen scarf, and a greatcoat draped over his shoulders. The soldier is looking down, reading a letter from home.
On the stone surround are two stylised reliefs of the emblems of the Royal Navy (rope and anchor) and the Royal Air Force (eagle in flight). Inside the plinth was placed a sealed casket, which was made at the GWR's Swindon Works, containing a vellum roll upon which was inscribed the names of the 2,524 men who gave their lives.
On the occasion of the I war world declaration centenary two novelist Neil Bartlett and Kate Pullinger invited all the people of the country to write and to send a letter to the Great Western Railway War Memorial.

The letters could be sent in two ways: through an online web site or by sending a Paddington station address. The website has also been made available  many materials and resources including photos of the statue, sources relating  writing in times of war and the relationship that existed between war and writing.
The website opened on 28th June 2014, the centenary of the Sarajevo assassinations, and closed at 11 pm on the night of 4 August 2014, the centenary of the moment when Prime Minister Asquith announced to the House of Commons that Britain had joined the First World War. As the letters arrived, they were all published on the website and made available for everyone to read. After that, all of the letters will be archived in the British Library where they will remain permanently accessible online.
