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Unknown Soldier Of World War I - Great Britain

Synthesis

In 1916 a chaplain called David Railton noticed a makeshift grave on which the cross was written “An Unknown British Soldier” in a garden at the front in France. Four years later he wrote to the Dean of Westminster to convey a remembrance of that scene.

Dean Ryle became the leading force that resulted in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of Great Britain. 

The Selection of the soldier destined for burial in the Nave at Westminster Abbey began in France, there were the remains of four unknown British war casualties. The four body were transported to St. Pol in Northern France on the 7th of November 1920.

The Brigadier General L.J. Wyatt selected at random one of four bodies to become the Unknown Soldier of Great War I . 

On the 8th of November a service was held to commemorate the sacrifice of the Unknown Soldier, officiated by chaplains from the Church of England, the Roman Catholic Church and the Non-Conformist Churches. 

With a military special transport the coffin arrived at Victory Station in London and on the 11th November it arrived at Westminster Abbey.  

There was a big funeral ceremony and for seven days thousands of mourners passed by to leave their last respects. On the 18th of November a temporary stone sealed the grave.

On the 17th of October 1921, the American General John J. Pershing presented the Medal of Honor to the Unknown Soldier of Great Britain.

On the 11th of November the temporary stone marking the Unknown British Soldier was replaced. A slab of Black Belgian marble became the permanent replacement. There is a glided inscription to commemorate the Unknown Solider. 
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