 COKETOWN, TEXTUAL ANALYSIS





Right from the title the reader can understand he/she is going to read a text about a typical town of the beginning of the industrial revolution because coke is a typical kind of coal used in the factories during the Revolution. The reader may also suppose the town is located in the northern part of  Great Britain as a lot of other industrial cities in that period. 


The text is organised into five paragraphs. The first one is short but right from that the reader can easily make up an idea of the kind of town the narrator is going to talk about: a monotonous town based on facts, the material aspects of life, and production. In Coketown indeed there is no place for fancy, abstract ideas or emotions, but there is a strictly pragmatic mentality. This text is an extract from Dickens' “Hard Times” and it is based on the principle of utilitarism, a way of thinking developed in the late '700 that approves the production of things considered useful. What generates pleasure is considered useful. The narrator  describes the town appealing to sight and hearing. At fist it gives an image of it as a polluted town,all made of the same bricks, with a lot of chimneys (he uses the syneddoche) and an ill-smelling purple river. So the town is ill because o the man. In the second paragraph the repetition of the word “same” (“same hours... same sound...same pavements... same work... every day was the same as yesterday and tomorrow) gives the idea of a town regulated by specific times and rules that make the town become repetitive and boring. The narrator also appeals to hearing (“rattling and trembling”)  giving the idea of the repetition o annoying sounds. In the fourth paragraph the narrator brings some examples of public constructions very similar one to another and recalls the concept of fact expressed in the first paragraph: he tells that also the relations were all facts. The last paragraph has a conclusive function in the novel: it presents other problems of the town: the problems that deal with drugs and alcohol.


So the narrator wants to give a not completely objective description of the industrial society, but he also gives to it a bad connotation, probably to make the reader understand also the dark side of the Industrial Revolution. That's why at the beginning of the text he parodises two men.


