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About two hundred years ago, Charles Darwin, the bearded Victorian sage on the ten pound note, was born. Many people believe he was the man who discovered we come from monkeys. Yet he did no such thing. (1-G) Writers before Darwin had made connections between humans and apes and monkeys because of our obvious physical similarities. 
Instead, Darwin set out to answer the question, how are new species formed? Where do they come from? What is their origin? His theory was not about the origin of life itself. Although Darwin believed that question too would turn out to have a perfectly natural explanation, he thought that it was then beyond the power of science to answer. 
We often hear that when the Origin of Species was published there was a great outcry and an historic clash of science and religion. But is that true? (2-C) it is probably more fantasy than fact.
The Victorian public that first read or read about the Origin of Species were, for the most part, not biblical literalists. For decades the most enlightened writers in the fields of science and religion had accepted that much of the Old Testament, and Genesis in particular, had to be read in a metaphorical sense. So Victorian readers were confronted with one of the leading men of science of the day publishing a work that purported to establish that, contrary to long-held belief, new species were not somehow created in each new geological age to fit the new conditions. Instead, new species were the lineal descendants of earlier species. (3-F) These had gradually changed as the environment changed around them. Thus all living and extinct species were related on a single genealogical family tree — the tree of life. 

Darwin's theories inspired lots of reactions. (4-A) Among the scientific community they ranged from contemptuous rejection to enthusiastic support. Darwin's wide array of arguments and evidence persuaded many that he had found the hidden bond that naturalists had been seeking which explained how all the different genera and species were related. Other writers felt that Darwin's views were an attack on the role of a Creator in nature and drove a wedge between the moral and spiritual values and aspirations of mankind. Instead of tracing a lineage to the son of God, Darwin's theory suggested man had only beastly origins. 

Others, like the Reverend Charles Kingsley, felt differently. He wrote enthusiastically to Darwin about his theory. To religious thinkers like Kingsley, Darwin had uncovered a new law by which God governed the natural world. (5-H) For such thinkers, it was quite reasonable to reconcile Darwin's views with their religious beliefs. As the years passed and reviews and counter-reviews appeared, the fact of Darwinian evolution - the common descent of species - became increasingly accepted. Yet, the other key Darwinian idea - natural selection - was much less welcome. As scientific and non-scientific readers came increasingly to accept the Darwinian concept of common ancestry for species, the view that natural selection was the primary mechanism was often sidelined or rejected. (6-B) Many suggested instead that the variations that natural selection picked out were themselves divinely guided or caused. The bottom line seemed to be: was there a meaning or intention behind how life changed? According to Darwin there were only natural reasons. 
The fact that Darwin's views were largel accepted throughtout the international community within ten to fifteen years is remarkable. (7-D) Scientists found that new avenues were thrown open to their particular researches. Countless confirmations and refinements to Darwin’s views were published. New fossil forms were discovered which filled gaps between already known groups, just as Darwin had predicted. 
MAN'S ORIGIN 
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EXERCISE 1 READ the passage and find the reasons why Darwin’s conclusion will be “highly distasteful to many persons”.
According to Darwin the modern man may feel offended because, as shown by the scientist, his ancestor was the monkey, a "heroic little monkey" and this might disdain the nobility that the current man thinks to own in principle.
EXERCISE 2 MAKE notes about the hypotheses made by Darwin about man's ancestors.
	Clothes
	Naked and bedaubed with paint

	Appearance
	Tangled, long hair, mouths frothed with excitement

	Expression
	Wild, startled, distrustful

	Economy
	They lived o what they could catch

	Social organisation
	They had no government, and were merciless to every one not of their own small tribe


EXERCISE 3 WRITE down the steps of man's descent pointed out by the author.
1. Heroic little monkey;

2. Old baboon;

3. Savage.
EXERCISE 4 WRITE down what features Darwin stresses in each stage.
1. The monkey is “little heroic” and “braved his dreaded enemy in order to save the life of his keeper”;

2. The old baboon, descending from the mountains, carries away his comrade from a crowd of astonished dogs;
3. The savage delights to torture his enemies, offers up bloody sacrifices, practises infanticide without remorse, treats his wives life slaves, knows no decency and is haunted by the grossest superstitions.
EXERCISE 5 READ the last paragraph and explain:
1. What principle is implied in man’s development?

Man has risen to the top of the organic scale because of all his good qualities. He has not been aboriginally placed there;
2. What hopes are aroused by this awareness?

This awareness may give man hopes for a still higher future;
3. What the means to truth is?
Only with human reason we can achieve truth, not with hopes or fears.
EXERCISE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 
The text is an extract from the book "The Descent of Man and Selection to Sex" by Charles Darwin, dated 1871. In particular in this part, the writer discusses Man's origins according to Darwin's theory of evolution (human beings descent from monkeys). 
The text opens with a personal observation of Darwin who, after pronouncing its conclusion "that man is descended form some lowly-organised form, claims to be aware of the negative reactions that this conclusion may provocate in someone. But of one thing we do not have doubts: "we are descended from barbarians".
Then Darwin tells about a scene that he saw at first hand and with which he can better describe those who, according to his theory of evolution, are our ancestors: he saw "a party of Fuegians," so Native American, half-naked and with their faces painted , with untreated hair and eyes full of distrust. Moreover, the shore on which the savages are dancing is described as “wild” and “broken”, as to underline the state of backwardness of their lives. They had no government and had no mercy to everyone who didn’t belong to their small tribe. Darwin uses some specific words (“tangled”, “frothed” and “bedaubed”) in order to underline the natives’ brutal physical appearance, and the words “wild” (used three times in the text), “startled”, “distrustful”, “merciless” to refer to the total lack of positive moral values and of a solid organisation the natives’ and so in our ancestors’ society. 
Later Darwin heartened the possible observer of Bedouins' dances, the average modern man, saying not to feel ashamed for them because even our ancestors, those from whom we come from indirectly, were exactly as well. He feels proud to descend from the "heroic little monkey" for their great quality that is courage, or from “that old baboon”, or from a savage.
The words “heroic”, “braved”, “dreaded”, “enemy”, associated with the “little monkey”, and the word “comrade” underline the effort and the exertion in animals’ struggle for everydays life. Then there is another terrible image about the barbarians, our very close ancestors: they delight in torturing their enemies, offer bloody sacrifices, practice infanticide without remorse, treat their wives like slaves, have no decency and they are “haunted in the grossest superstitions”.
The barbarians are the opposite of the qualities attributed to civilized man, who doesn’t base his assertions on irrational feelings, such as hope or fear, but only on his reason. 

Therefore human race is in continuous progress: it has risen to “the very summit of the organic scale” and it hasn’t been aboriginally placed there by anyone. Because of their low and humble origins, human beings should feel very proud of having achieved such a high result and to have gained a lot of good qualities like sympathy, benevolence, intellect and this may give them “hopes for a still higher destiny in the distant future”.
