THE VICTORIAN COMPROMISE
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EXERCISE 1 DISCUSS What is the meaning of “compromise”? Why do you think it is related to the Victoria age?
A "Compromise" is the result of concessions by both parts involved in a conflict or a dispute and it  aims to find common ground upon which the parts agree. The compromise is reached allowing some to each of the parts.

EXERCISE 2 WORD FORMATION  For questions 1-10, read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line.
The Victorian age was a complex and contradictory era: on the one hand, it was an age of progress, (1) stability and great social reforms; on the other, it was also characterised by poverty, injustice and social unrest.

The Victorians were great (2) moralizers: they faced a large number of problems on such a scale, that they felt obliged to support certain values which offered solutions or escapes.

Thus they promoted a code of values that reflected whe world as they wanted it to be, not as it really was, based on (3) duty hard work, respectability and charity. 

These values were refined by the upper and the middle classes, who had political and economic power, but they were of equal application to all strata of society. 

In fact, one of the most important notions throughout the 19th century was the need to work hard. The idea of being (4) respectable distinguished the middle from the lower class. Respectability was a mixture of both morality and hypocrisy, severity and conformity to social standards. It implied the possession of good manners, the (5) ownership of a (6) comfortable house with servants and a carriage, regular attendance at church, and (7) charitable activity. Philanthropy was a widespread phenomenon; it addressed itself to every kind of poverty, to “stray children, fallen women and (8) drunken men” and absorbed the energies of thousands of Victorians, large number of whom were women.

Middle-class ideals dominated Victorian family life. The family was a (9) patriarchal unit where the husband represented authority and the key role of women concerned the education of children and the managing of the house. 

Victorian society was deeply concerned with female chastity, and single women with a child suffered thw worst of society's punishments: they were emarginated as “fallen women”. Sexuality was generally repressed in its public and private forms, and being (10) prudent in its most extreme manifestations led to the denunciation of nudity in art and the rejection of words with a sexual connotation from everyday vocabulary. 
Exercise 3 COMPLETE the table with the correct word.
	Noun
	Adjective

	Stability
	Stable 

	Duty 
	Dutiful 

	Respectability
	Respectable

	Comfort
	Comfortable

	Charity
	Charitable

	Chastity
	Chaste

	Prudery
	Prudent

	Patriarchy 
	Patriarchal


EXERCISE 4 ANSWER the questions about the text.
1. Why did the Victorians feel forced to promote a strict code of values?
The Victorians were great moralizers because they faced many large-scale problems and they felt obliged to support certain values which offered solutions or leaks;

2. Which social classes refined this code?
These values were refined by the upper and the middle classes;
3. What did the Victorian code of values consist of? In your analysis consider the following concepts:
· respectability


· work


· family


· sex
The Victorian values were hard work, respectability and charity. Thanks to the idea of being respected those who belong to the upper classes were distinct from those of the lower classes. The respect was also earned by charitable actions and through the hard work thanks to which it was measured the wealth. The middle-class in the Victorian era was divided into patriarchal families where the man was the father-master and the woman was merely a servant who could not have a sexual life outside of marriage.

4. What is the meaning of the word “compromise” when applied to the Victorian way of life?
The term "compromise" means the coexistence of two completely different realities in Victorian times: the stability due to the reassuring reforms and injustice mixed with poverty that were corrupting society.

THE VICTORIAN NOVEL 

- Page 300 -
EXERCISE ANSWER the following questions.
1. Why was there a communion of interest between writers and readers during the Victorian age?

One of the reason at the head of the communion between writers and readers, born in the Victorian age, was the enormous growth in the middle classes, who were avid consumers of literature. In fact they borrowed book from circulating libraries and read various periodicals.
2. How were lots of works published?

Initially a lot of novels were published in instalments in the pages of periodicals so the writer felt he was in contact with his public;
3. What did novelists want to reflect?

Novelists fel they had a moral and social respnsibility to fulfil: they aimed at reflecting social changes, such as the Industrial Revolution, the struggle for democracy and the growth of towns;
4. How did they depict society?

They depicted society as they saw it. They wanted to denounced the evils of their society but social injustices but their criticism was not radical, it just aimed at making readers aware of social injustices;
5. How many kinds of Victorian novels do you know?

There were two part of the Victorian age: the first one there was linked to social and humanitarian novels whose main novelists was Charles Dickensand the second one to psychological novels remembered thanks to Brontë sisters;
6. What are the distinctive features of the Victorian novel?

· In the Victorian novel the voice of the omniscient narrator provided a distinction between “right” and “wrong”, light and darkness.

· Novelists' favourite setting was the city, which was the main symbol of industrial civilisation and the expression of anonymous lives and lost identities. 

· The plot was always long and often complicated by subplots.

· Writerns concentrated on the creation of characters aand thus achieved deeper of the characters’ inner life. 

· Retribution and punishment could be found in the final chapter where the whole texture of events happened during the narration had to be explained and justified.
OLIVER WANTS SOME MORE
by Charles Dickens
- Pages 303, 304 -
EXERCISE 1 LOOK at the picture. What emotions and feelings can you see in the children's eyes?

The vignette appears to represent a group of children who are eating all together at a table, when a man,the cook as it can be deduced from the clothes, arrives. The man looks angry and seems to be arguing with one of the children who would have his food portion. All children are frightened by the man and what he is saying to the child waiting or perhaps they have remained open-mouthed in amazement.

EXERCISE 2 READ the passage and answer the questions.

1) Where does the scene take place?

The scene takes place in a room where some poor boys are eating. The room seemss like a large stone hall;
2) What is the boys’ greatest problem?

Oliver and the others had just one porringer of gruel and no more for the most of the time but they’re all very hungry and they “suffered the tortures of slow starvation for three months”. No one had the courage to go to the master and ask for more food rations;
3) What is the main event of the passage?

Oliver is raffled off to ask for more food to the master and the main scene is the one that shows him as he making his request;
4) What are the consequences of Oliver’s request?
When Oliver makes his request, the master, “a fat, healthy man”, remained astonished: he could not believe he had actually heard those words come out from the small mendicant. In response, the master turned to the Administrative Board with whom he agreed that Oliver Twist came immediately imprisoned, and they decided the sale for a pittance (“five pounds to anybody who would take Oliver Twist off the hands of the parish”) to anyone who needed a servant. 
EXERCISE 3 ANSWER the following questions. 
1. Is the narrator a voice outside or inside the novel?

The narrator is  a voice inside the novel, indeed he is a third person, omniscient, intrusive narrator. He presents to the reader his personal poin of view, he knows everything about the events;
2. How is the story developed?

Some poor children are fed by a chef who gives them a small portion of food at once but the children, who have suffered long fasting times, are very hungry. On an evening a child "who was tall for his age" suggested the others to draw lots to decide who among them would have to go from the master that night to ask a largest ration of food. It is raffled off a boy named Oliver Twist, but when the little one dares to ask the dreadful request to the master, he gets very angry and rushes to the board, where they decide to confine Oliver;
3. Is the description detailed or vague? What is its function?

The description is detailed: everything and every character are described with a lots of adjectives and feature. The narratore plays on the grotesque technique;
4. What is the function of the narration? And that of the dialogues?

The function of the narration is to describ characters settings in order to suggest exaggerations thanks to which the narrator creates an absurd atmosphere. There is a deep contrast between the “long grace” and the “short commons”, between the fatness of the master and the eager eyes of the hungry boys. As it regards dialogues, they are very short, they play on the repetition of the word “more” and they want to underline the incredulity of the administrators of the parish;
5. Which feelings characterise the two worlds presented in the text?

The poor boys' point of view is characterised by differen feelings such as fear, misery and hunger. The while the master and the board’s word is characterised by badness and hypocrisy;
6. What antithetical images and ideas can you find in the passage?

The second chapter of Dickens' novel is full of contrasts: the “long grace” is in contradiction with the “short commons”, the “fat and healthy” master with Oliver, “desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery”. The two worlds of the assistants and the boys are also juxtaposed: “The assistants were paralysed with wonder,; the boys with fear”.
EXERCISE 4 WRITE. Does this episode merely draw attention to the conditions of poor orphans or does it call for political action? If you think it calls for political action, what action do you think it is? Write a passage about it.
Despite the passage is full of caricatures, irony and exaggeration due to the use of grotesque, Dickens perfectly describes the socio-political condition of England in the Victorian age and, as the novelist is wont to do in his works, through Oliver Twist's story he wants to denounce the contradictions of this condition.

EXERCISE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS
The text here analyzed is an extract from Chapter 2 of the novel "Oliver Twist" by Charles Dickens, written between 1837 and 1839. Therefore, as announced in the subtitle reported in the book, "this extract reveals Dickens' awarness of the social problems of his time" where “his time” means the Victorian age. Indeed Dickens was a Victorian novels famous for his critics about the social and political system born during his historical period.

The text can be divided into two hypothetical parts depending on the function of these.
The first part aims to introduce the reader the environment in which the plot takes place. The story opens in a sort of canteen, "a large stone hall", in which a cook, called the "master", assisted by a few women, is preparing the meal for some poor and orphans children in a copper pot. Right from the start it is clear that male chauvinism that reigned supreme in the Victorian age: the cook is a man and his two assistents are both women and also the orphans are all males, almost like they deserved to be helped more than girls. 
Each boy is allowed to have just “one porringer (of gruel), and no more”, even if they were very hungry, and it follows from the description of the way were going to clean the bowls in which he was paid the food: "the bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till they shone again". Their great hunger was due to the fact that they had suffered the tortures of a "slow starvation" for three months. Here is introduced the main character who also gives the name to the novel: Oliver Twist. He is one of the boys waiting for their food ration. 

In addition to subordination to the stronger sex, this novel also it shows the Darwinian evolutionary science. In fact, when the boys realize they are too suffering starvation (and this is reinforced by the exaggeration according to which a hungry boy could eat the boy who slept beside him), a guy who compared to his peers was very high ,aims to select the name of the one who in the evening was supposed to go to the master and request an increase of portions.
So here begins the second part of the story, the one about the comparison dialogued between Oliver Twist and the master first, and between the master and the Board after. Therefore, as at every meal, the boys had finished their rations in a hurry and now they "winked at Oliver" so that  he would go to the master and make fateful request. In this step is highlighted Oliver's weakness and smallness. He, "child as he was," is very careless and desperate for the situation where he is going to plung himself. The most grotesque part of the chapter is the one in which is recounted the reaction of the master at the little Oliver's request. The man, immediately ridiculed for its hardness, reacts in a very exaggerated way to the words spoken by the child ("he turned very pale"). He makes even pretend to feel faint causing a strong fear in boys who were watching the scene curious. And when Oliver's brings up the question, the master is no longer limited to expressions or words, but he beats the child on the head with the ladle and then he resume all the voice he could muster, and he calls the sacristan. Like today, even in the Victorian era the Churc, and especially the sacristy, took care of orphans and gave them hot meals. To make matters worse, the master goes furiously to the members of the board of the sacristy, which show the same shock to the child's application and agree his confinement. The next morning a notice was pinned on the gate: "offering reward of five pounds to anybody who would take Oliver's Twist off the hands of the parish."
As he had done in the novel "Coketown", Charles Dickens uses the exaggeration, the grotesque and pathos, to better imprint the concepts in reader's mind, who can thus realize the situation created under the reign of Queen Victoria.
VICTORIAN EDUCATION

· Page 307 -
EXERCISE 1 DISCUSS. What can make learning exciting?
According to my personal experience, the study of a subject becomes interesting when this subject intrigues and appassionate you. If the argument that you prepare to study does not create in you the curiosity to learn new skills, you will never have the pleasure of approaching it.
EXERCISE 2 LOOK at the pictures. What aspects of Victorian education do you think they represent?
1. Distinction between boys and girls' education: In the nineteenth century, the classes were made up of children of the same sex and they were the mirror of society. In fact, while males could receive an education more complex but at the same time free, the girls were subject to a more rigid type of education;

2. This picture represents a class where poor children are educated by a woman that seems to be a nun. A baby girl that is forced to wear donkey’s ears while another child is crying because of a sheet of paper stuck behind his back;

3. Education of rich girls, probably sisters, by a smart teacher;
4. Different kind of girls’ education.
