ANALYSIS OF PAGES 122-124 OF NICE WORK





The pages 122-124 of Nice Work represent the introduction of paragraph 3 of chapter 3. Depending on the themes, the pages might be organised in three parts.


In the first part the narrator describes a Robyn and Charles's typical weekend. The protagonists, except for a few pauses of pure recreation (as feeding the ducks in the park of the town), committ the most of their time in learning or preparing for the next lecture. The reader gets familiar with the true interests of the characters: he/she realizes that their work is what they really want to do in their life, rather, that it is their own life. It may seem that they can't live without semiotics and textual analysis, appearing to the reader very different from the most of the people. 


As a result, the narrator focuses reader's attention on the Sunday afternoon after the first meeting of Robyn and Vic.


In part 2, Robyn and Charles are discussing about Lacan's philosophy. Here, by their dialogue, you can notice even more the discrepancy between the common people's interests and their ones. The two characters are commenting some passages of Lacan, making some ipothesis about the message of the text, always from the point of view of the post modernist philosophy. Robyn shows that, thanks to the Shadow scheme, she can simplier understand things of the world: in fact, in spite of Charles, she makes a supposition that probably she wouldn't have made if she had not gone to the factory. The clash between her and the world of industry makes her open the eyes about the real world: before it, in fact, she was persuaded to see life without keeping in consideration those aspects that she hasn't ever get in contact to.


The experience of the factory, even if limitated (she has gone to the factory only one time) makes Robyn understand that the distinction between metonymy and metaphor explained by Lacan reflects itself in the “contrast” between truth and meaning. In Robyn's opinion, the workers of the factory (as Danny Ram) and Vic Wilcox live with a metonymic vision, seeing the truth of the things, spending their lives without reflecting, without reasearching a signified in what they do. Instead, she has a metaphorical vision, because she is always in research of the meaning of the life.


Finally, the last part has the function to make Charles's opinions about Vic and Robyn's reactions to the arrival of her brother show to the reader. In fact, when the two characters hear the doorbell, Charles, thinking it is Vic, asserts that he does not want meet him, showing he has a little fear of him. Robyn reassured him, but when she discovers that the guest is her brother, she looks amazed and anxious. The reader might not understand why she acts so, but he/she trust to learn it in the following pages.


 


