ENGLISH LESSON - PART TWO AND THREE OF CHAPTER 1





Presentation of Robyn        she explains the development of the novel.


The reader understands the ideas of Robyn by the mediation of one of her lectures.


The narrator tells the reader the story of Robyn (from childhood to now)


At the university she read Kierkegaard, Freud, etc...


She lost her virginity at university without much pleasure


She met Charles at the university


Period of time: Crisis of petroil; belatedness of university


The narrator shift reader's attention to Charles


Charles attended public school


He is presented as a personable and clever person.


The narrator explains the thoughts Robyn had before going to the university.


“The Guardian” is an independent newspaper born in Manchester (the most typical industrial town)


Dicken's “Hard Times”: the novel which gives voice to the utilitarism.


Robyn is against the tory party, the policy of Mrs. Tatcher


She is interested in woman's pages of the newspaper.


Longino: the first one who studied the sublime.


The man is fear and fascinated by the sublime.


Robyn's thesis will published in a book.


Luce Irigaray and Helene Cixous: scholars about women.


Prejudice about woman: often she doesn't make avant-guarde choices


Because of this prejudice, everyone think that Vic's shadow will be a man (excluding the ambiguity of the name “Robyn”)


Robyn is chosen to be Vic's shadow by Philip Swallow not because she successed in gaining a high position,  but in sostitution of him (in the 80s woman is still in function of the man)


“Narrativity and Contradiction in the Industrial Novel”: the title that Robyn wanted to give to his book.


“The Industrious Muse”: the title that the editor gives to Robyn's book.


“Domestic Angels and Unfortunate Females”: the title that the editor gives to Robyn's book.


“Woman as Sign and Comodity in Victorian Fiction”: the title that Robyn wanted to give to his book.


Comodity: necessity, good, product. Women serve for the Victorian Age, to increment the society.


Robyn's house inhabitated by CDs of Philip Glass, Bach and Phil Collins, by industrial novels (such as Shirley, Mary Burton, North and South, Felix Hall, Hard Times, Sybil, Two Nations)


Relationship between Robyn and Charles: unusual


Analysis of semiotics of the sex: sex is in the head.


Robyn and Charles were more interested in the analysis of sex than in the sex.


“Desiderio”: de - sidera = a distanza siderale


Luce Irigaray and Helene Cixous were feminists. They defended autoerotism (females don't need a man to feel pleasure).


What does Robyn like to do?


To deconstruct the texts, to probe the gaps, and absences in them.


Aim: to uncover what texts don't say


Day of actions (giornata di azione, picchettaggio)


Lecture of Robyn: What is the difference between the rule of the universities before Mrs Tatcher and the one with her? Before her, there was all in expansion.


 





