The Celts 
The Celts were well established in Ireland a century before Christ. The term Celtic denotes a group of Indo-European languages. But we transferred the name to the people who spoke these languages. 
The Celts were not the first inhabitants of Ireland. The Celts had the advantage of having weapons made of iron. 
They seem to have moved into Ireland in two waves, one directly from the continent into the west of the country and the other through Britain into northeast Ireland.
 The marriage of Christianity and Celtic cultures produced in Ireland a society that was essentially conservative; hence some of its features remained unchanged until the overthrow of Gaelic Ireland in the early seventeenth century. It was basically a rural society with no cities or towns. 
Gaelic civilisation placed great emphasis on family relationships. The learned class or Aos Dána formed a special group among the freemen. They included judges and lawyers, medical men, craftsmen and most important of all the filí. Like most positions in Gaelic Ireland the learned professions tended to become hereditary. 
The Celts left many marks on Ireland and its people that have remained.  
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