EX. 1 PAGE 177

1. The speaker is an emigrant from India and a newcomer in England, where he lives, and in Pakistan, where his family moved.

2. He has a theory: the resentments they mohajirs engender have something to do with their conquest of the force gravity.

3. He compares gravity with belonging: his feet stay on the ground and everyone know about force of gravity, but not its origins. To explain we are attached to our birthplaces we pretend that we are trees with roots.

4. He thinks roots are a conservative myth, designed to keep us in our places.

5. The two ways he looks for freedom are: fly and flee, they both are a way to find freedom. 

6. He supposed that pill-poppers grew up with an anti-gravity pill.

7. He thinks the supposition is that pill-poppers would come unstuck from the ground and float upwards until they sank into the clouds.

8. It’s necessary to deserve to devise special water-proof flying garments.

9. The connection between gravity and roots is: the pill would make migrants of us all.

10. The best thing about migrant people is that they are rich of hopefulness and the worst thing his that they have a suitcase without a luggage.

EX. 2 PAGE 178

The speaker experiences the migration, as research of a new life and place where find a new condition and a better life, and the leaving of his Country where he has his roots. 

EX. 3 PAGE 178

The whole text is build on the metaphor of the root that stay for the migrant’s condition and birthplace. 

EX. 4 PAGE 178

The connection between gravity and belonging is that as everyone knows about gravity, but doesn’t know from where it comes from, we know everything about where we come from and to which or who we belong, but not everyone knows what make them feel bound with that place.

EX. 5 PAGE 178

The speaker, in the third paragraph, plays with the words fly and flee because both of them are ways of seeking freedom. 

EX. 6 PAGE 178

The effect of the type of description in the fourth paragraph, is to make the reader imagine what the luggage and “a few meaning-drained mementoes” can be. When migrants leave their Country don’t know where they’ll be in some hours or day, or years. They don’t know what they would become, they only hope to find a better place where find a better life. They are rich of hopefulness. On the other side they have to leave everything about their Country and birthplace: family, work, friends, culture and landscapes. All these sacrifices are made to find a better place where live. 

EX. 7 PAGE 178

I think that the speaker is in favour of migration because he speaks about freedom and find a new place where live better than in your birthplace. 
