
The purpose of the present text is to analyze the extract “Oliver wants some more” from the novel “Oliver Twist” by Charles Dickens.
The extract can be divided in two sequences: in the first, the narrator conveys the setting of the story and introduces the characters, in the second the action to which the title refers to takes place.
The first part of the story mainly focuses on two characters: the master and the group of children.
The master is presented as an authoritative and superior person. This is suggested by his clothes and his title, that distance him from the children.
On the contrary, children are characterized only as extremely hungry and don’t have any other particular traits, being characterized as a homogeneous group.
The characters remind typical aspects of the Victorian Age since the master, being a man, holds the power, while children are considered inferior.
In each case, the characters become caricatures, since the narrator uses hyperbolic language referring to them. An example can be found in the sentence: “The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which never took very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit staring at the copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured the very bricks of which it was composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon.” The narrator emphasizes the children’s hunger and the lack of food to underline the boys’ poor condition, using an excessive language. This makes the reader pity them, but also characterizes the master as “bad”, being the one that gives food to them. His “evilness” is also underlined by his hesitancy to give food, as suggested by the meticulous rules of the meals, that seem almost ceremonies.
This, along with the gravity of the room, conveys a solemn setting that is immediately juxtaposed with the children’s hunger. This may also represent the Victorian compromise: children have to behave and respect the rules of the solemn ceremony and hide their hunger. 
The punishment for any violation of these rules is shown in the second part, where Oliver is sorted to “ask for some more”. The narrator uses the technique of showing to report Oliver’s words “'Please, sir, I want some more”. The extreme kindness of the boy, underlined by the use of the words “please” and “sir”. This is juxtaposed to the master’s hyperbolic reaction. He reacts as if Oliver was the devil himself and almost faints, while the assistants get paralyzed with wonder and the boys with fear. The situation is then made grotesque with the repetition of the words “some more” repeated by the other characters to ridicule their exaggerated reaction to a request: “'Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has asked for more!'
There was a general start. Horror was depicted on every countenance.'For MORE!' said Mr. Limbkins. 'Compose yourself, Bumble, and answer medistinctly. Do I understand that he asked for more, after he had eaten the supper allotted by the dietary?’ 'He did, sir,' replied Bumble. 'That boy will be hung,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. 'I know that boy will be hung.’”.
This underlines also the concept of “good” and “evil” for the characters that represent “morality” as the master. Oliver has only asked for “some more”, but this is seen only as the first step to become a criminal (“'That boy will be hung,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. 'I know that boy will be hung.’).
In conclusion, the characters introduces in this extract are caricatures of good and evil, morality and immorality, and are presented as opposing groups.
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