
The purpose of the present text is to tell why the author Mohsin Hamid introduces the character of the Australian woman in the first chapter of his novel “Exit West”.
After beginning the story and introducing the action, the author introduces a minor character and gives her a full characterization. This may seem useless since she will never come back again in the story, but it isn’t, and in this text I’m going to explain why.
One reason, the most predictable, could be to introduce the magical element in the novel. A woman is sleeping while a man is emerging from one of the many black doors that will appear more frequently going on reading. This short scene, in the middle of the chapter, makes the reader curios about the magical element, that isn’t described in detail, but only as “a rectangle of complete darkness - the heart of darkness”.
However, this doesn’t explain the detailed characterization of the woman, made up by her nationality, her skin tone, her relationship status, her appearance, and matched with the description of her house.
In my opinion, the author characterizes her as a major character to state that everyone is important. The woman is as important as the main character, since her scene introduces one of the most important elements of the story, but also because she’s a human being as Saeed. The reader may think that minor characters don’t have to be described as much as the protagonists, but this scene proves them wrong. Something new is happening both to Saeed and the woman, the first is working but he can only think of the girl he’s falling in love to, while the other is indirectly witnessing to something magical.
In my opinion the point of this scene is that we’re all humans, so we all have our struggles, our hopes and dreams and problems, and because of that a sleeping woman in Australia is as important as a main character. 
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