
The purpose of the present text is to analyze the extract “Oliver wants some more” from the novel “Oliver Twist” by Charles Dickens.
The novel takes place in London during the Victorian Age. The protagonist is Oliver Twist, a foundling whose mother died giving birth to him in a workhouse.
In this extract, the author provides the reader information about Oliver’s life in the workhouse, in particular during meals, and tells an event that happened during a mealtime.
The text is told by a third person omniscient narrator using mostly the technique of telling with only a little part of showing. 
The narrator mainly focuses on the conditions of the meals to underline the poor conditions of the children.
This can be seen right from the start, where the narrator introduces the setting of the story. The narrator sets the scene relying on two elements on which he focuses the attention: the master and the copper.
The master is only characterized for his clothing and his title, that suggest his superiority and his distance from the children. Indeed he wears an apron, used not to get filthy with the children’s food, a metonymy for them. The copper instead makes the reader focus on its content, which is the children’s food. Also the author’s use of language conveys the distance between children and the master creating an asymmetric relationship between the prevailing master, the one who decides and judges, and the submitted children.
The use of passive voice makes the reader aware that the boys have a passive role in the poor workhouse. This idea is the result of the juxtaposition of the passive role of children with the large hall made of stone. This makes the environment where children have their meals sound distant because it’s very big and because of its material.
The narrator spends the first part of the text to underline the boys’ poor condition, emphasizing mostly their hunger and the lack of food. This effect is created using an excessive language referring to the situation, describing everything in excess. An example can be found in the sentence : “The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which never took very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit staring at the copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured the very bricks of which it was composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon.”
The author tells the same thing all over the sentence (“the bowls never wanted washing”) in different ways, emphasizing the concept and making the boys hunger extraordinary and the food extremely poor and terrible. For example the narrator tells that the spoons are nearly as large as the bowls. This expression is told in brackets seemingly to hide it, however this compels the reader to read it. This is the same effect created by the use of irony.
The use of hyperbole and irony creates a ridiculous idea of the characters that become caricatures. For example the children’s hunger and terrible conditions make them sound extremely good and the master extremely evil, recalling the manichean vision of the world that was widespread in the Victorian Age. Also, the characters remind typical aspects of the Victorian Age since the master, as a man, holds the power, the women have to help him and children are considered inferior.
The most used rhetoric figure in the text is irony, used to create a comic effect and indirectly criticize society. Irony is used as a self defend mechanism. To not make the story seem too sad, the author resorts to an exaggerate language in line with the novel’s functions to entertain and teach. The use of exaggeration serves two points. First of all it creates entertainment because it makes the reader laugh, but it also allows the author to make indirect criticism because it suggests the idea of the children’s sad condition.
The use of exaggerated language makes the story grotesque, too. This is because the language deforms descriptions and actions reducing the characters to puppets. This indirect critic of society recalls the double faced nature of the Victorian Age.
The story is made grotesque by the use of past simple which underlines that the events told happen ordinarily, being described as entirely programmed and almost ritual-like, and by the use of hyperboles with words such as “operation” used instead of “eating” and “polish”, generally referred to shoes, used to underline the children’s hunger, suggesting that children were on point of starvation and even licked their bowls.
The children’s hunger becomes animal-like when they plan to ask for more food after their next meal. Indeed the boys are told to be “wild with hunger” and the boy who suggests to ask for more food has “a wild, hungry eye”. He also tells hyperbolically that “unless he had another basin of gruel per diem, he was afraid he might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next him, who happened to be a weakly youth of tender age.”, suggesting a predatory behavior more than a human one.
Oliver is the one who has to ask for more food and when he proceeds to do so, the author underlines his and the other’s children fear using irony again. Indeed he uses excessive words (such as “rose”) that are put in contrast with the children’s fear: “He rose from the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said, somewhat alarmed at his own temerity”.
The narrator then uses the technique of showing to report Oliver’s words “'Please, sir, I want some more”. The extreme kindness of the boy, underlined by the use of the words “please” and “sir”, is juxtaposed with the exaggerated reaction of the other characters. Indeed the master almost faints, the assistants get paralyzed with wonder and the boys with fear.
Oliver’s innocence is underlined when he repeats his request after the master, although being “a fat, healthy man”, only tells him “'What!' said the master at length, in a faint voice.”
The words “some more” are also repeated by the other characters to ridicule their exaggerated reaction to a request: “'Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has asked for more!'
There was a general start. Horror was depicted on every countenance.'For MORE!' said Mr. Limbkins. 'Compose yourself, Bumble, and answer medistinctly. Do I understand that he asked for more, after he had eaten the supper allotted by the dietary?’ 'He did, sir,' replied Bumble. 'That boy will be hung,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. 'I know that boy will be hung.’”
Those reactions recall both the double faced nature of the Victorian Age, since the master is well fed but doesn’t want to give starving Oliver some more, but also Puritan values. Oliver can’t have some more because, being poor, he isn’t blessed by God and doesn’t deserve it. Indeed Oliver is then confined and sold, while Mr. Limbkins only repeats that Oliver will be hung someday.
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