
	IV WAR REPORT

	CATEGORIES
	QUOTES
	MEANINGS

	Age
	· “For a special job, specialists, but for all jobs, youth above everything!”
· “the genuine, boyish kindness, will remain with me.”
· “said these joyous children.”
	The reporter underlines their youth with the repetition of words connected with youngness. In particular, he calls the Alpines joyous children four times in the report and refers many times to them as “young”

	Origin
	· “That portion of the Italian frontier where men must mountaineer as well as climb is held with the Alpine regiments. The corps is recruited from the people who inhabit, and know what is in the mind of, the mountains - men used to carry loads along eighteen-inch paths round thousand foot drops. Their talk is the slang of mountains, with a special word for every mood and state of snow, ice, or rock, as elaborately particular as a Zulu's talk when he is describing his cattle.”
	The reporter relates the Alpines’ skills with the knowledge of their homeland. Since they have “a special word for every mood and state of snow, ice, or rock”, they are used to difficult environments. This underlines their hardness, but also their skillfulness. This is also underlined by the mountain’s personification, that underlines their extreme knowledge of it.

	Skills
	· “That portion of the Italian frontier where men must mountaineer as well as climb is held with the Alpine regiments. The corps is recruited from the people who inhabit, and know what is in the mind of, the mountains - men used to carry loads along eighteen-inch paths round thousand foot drops. Their talk is the slang of mountains, with a special word for every mood and state of snow, ice, or rock, as elaborately particular as a Zulu's talk when he is describing his cattle.”
	This, along with their age, is one of the categories by which R. Kipling praises the Alpines more.
Right from the start they are characterized as hard working, strong boys that know everything about the mountains.

	Physical aspect
	· “They wear a smash hat adorned with one eagle feather (worn down to an honourable stump, now); the nails upon their boots resemble, and are kept as sharp as, the fangs of wolves; their eyes are like our airman's eyes; their walk on their own ground suggests the sea; and a more cheery set of hard-bitten, clean-skinned, steady-eyed young devils I have never yet had the honour to meet.”
	The reporter elevates the Alpines by glorifying their clothes. This can be seen in the use of words such as “adorned” and “honorable” and of comparisons such as “nails as sharp as fangs of wolves” that resemble aggressiveness and boldness.

	Tasks
	· “But I recalled that it was Dante himself who says how bitter it is to climb up and down other people's stairs. Besides, their work was of no interest to any one except the enemy round the corner. It was just the regular routine of these parts. They outlined it for the visitor. 
· You climb up a fissure of a rock chimney […] And when you emerge from your chimney […] you find either that you command the enemy's post on the top, in which case you destroy him, […] or you find the enemy commands you from some unsuspected cornice or knob of rock. Then you go down again - if you can - and try elsewhere. And that is how it is done all along that section of frontier where the ground does not let you do otherwise. 
· Special work is somewhat different. You select a mountain […] You effect a lodgment there with your teeth and toe-nails; you mine into the solid rock with compressed-air drills for as many hundred yards as you calculate may be necessary. When you have finished, you fill your galleries with nitroglycerine and blow the top off the mountain. Then you occupy the crater with men and machine-guns as fast as you can. Then you secure your dominating position from which you can gain other positions, by the same means.”
· “before we'd finished with the Castelletto we were miners and mechanics and all sorts of things we never expected to be. That is the way of this war.”
	Their tasks are explained in the central part of the text. This is made by the reporter using the telling technique. In this sequence, the reporter explains the Alpines’ work using the impersonal form “you”, making the reader emphasize with the soldiers.
The narrator also underlines the tasks’ difficulty with a quote of Dante, that remarks the soldiers’ exceptionality using the expression “other people”.
This is also underlined by the expression “regular routine” that expresses the soldiers’ attitude towards their job. They see this only as a job as the others because of the war, as a soldier says “we were miners and mechanics and all sorts of things we never expected to be. That is the way of this war.”

	Conditions of work
	· “'We are working a few steps higher up the road. It is only a few steps.’
· They took me by car above the timber-line on the edge of the basin, to the steep foot of a dominant rock wall which I had seen approaching, for hours back, along the road. Twenty or thirty miles away the pillared mass of it had looked no more than implacably hostile - much as Mont Blanc looks from the lake. Coming nearer it had grown steeper, and a wilderness of wrathful crags and fissures had revealed itself. At close range from almost directly below, the thing, one perceived, went up sheer, where it did not bulge outward, like a ship' side at launching. Every monstrous detail of its face, etched by sunshine through utterly clear air, crashed upon the sight at once, overwhelming the mind as a new world might, wearying the eye as a gigantically enlarged photograph does.”
	Soldiers have to face the difficulties created by the environment. Bad weather conditions, difficulties in transport and communication are particularly conveyed in this quote, where the reporter compares the mountain to a monster using hyperbolic language.
This is juxtaposed to the Alpines’ language. Recalling the article’s title, the Alpines use the opposite language with simple words such as “a few”, “only” and “steps” that diminish what R. Kipling emphasizes.
This underlines the Alpines’ courage and humbleness, since they deal with a particularly dangerous environment without seemingly caring about it. Juxtaposing the two languages, the reporter underlines their heroism.

	Sense of duty
	· “The last I saw of the joyous children was a cluster of gnome-like figures a furlong overhead, standing, for there was no visible foothold, on nothing. They separated, and went about their jobs as single dots, moving up or sideways on the face of the rock, till they disappeared into it like ants. […] Those rounds must be taken in every weather and light; that is, made at eleven thousand feet, with death for company under each foot, and the width of a foot on each side, at every step of the most uneventful round. Frosty glazed rock where a blunt- nailed boot slips once and no more; mountain blasts round the corner of ledges before the body is braced to them; a knob of rotten shale crumbling beneath the hand; an ankle twisted at the bottom of a ninety-foot rift; a roaring descent of rocks loosened by snow from some corner the sun has undermined through the day - these are a few of the risks they face going from and returning to the coffee and gramophones at the Mess, 'in the ordinary discharge of their duties.' “
	This category can be found in more parts of the text, but is particularly underlined in the last part, where R. Kipling tells about the Alpines going to work.
Kipling underlines their heroism by using an hyperbolic language to tell about their risks and dangers, done “in the ordinary exchange of their duties”.
This is underlined by the use of comparisons between them and gnomes, ants and dots, making them seem as a great number of unstoppable workers. 
This message is also conveyed in the third sentence, where R. Kipling exposes the conditions of their job. This creates a climax that underlines their work’s danger.
The last quote reproduces the Alpines’ talk, underlining their selflessness and their lack of awareness about it, seeing as ordinary something that the reporter finds heroic.
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