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Charles Dickens’ “Oliver wants some more”

In the present text, I’m going to analyses the extract belong to Charles Dickens’ “Oliver Twist”. The narrator wants to convey into the reader’s mind an image of the condition in which children live during the Victorian Age. In order to do this the third person omniscient narrator uses the narrative technique of showing and telling.
The text is organised into three parts: the introduction, the fact and the reaction.
In the first part, the introduction, the narrator describes the condition of Oliver and his friends, obliged to suffer a slow starvation for months. However, one child threatened some night to eat the boy who slept next him. Therefore, a council was held, and someone had to ask to the master for more food: Oliver Twist. 
In the second part, the narrator describes, using a very precise language, the moment of the dinner, each character and his role, and Oliver’s felling: “Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery”.

Whereas, in the third part, the third person omniscient narrator tells how Oliver Twist’s request has shocked the master, paralysed the assistants with wonder and the boys with fear. 
The narrator, using the rhetorical figure of irony and a peculiar language, creates a tension atmosphere to convey the condition between children and the “master”. In addition, the “master” is characterized as a caricature by the excessive use of language.
From the extract, the reader can understand Dickens’ interest in portraying the contemporary society and its problems. His attention regarding on the living condition of children. The society showed by Dickens is a cold and heartless one, not interested in people’s needs but in its image. Indeed, Oliver Twist appeared as an element of disorder and was immediately expelled. 
In conclusion, the narrator using the rhetorical figure of iron and an exaggerated language creates entertainment but, at the same time, he allows an indirect criticism to the society during the Victorian Age.
