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OF THE PRINCIPLE OF UTILITY from An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, 

1780 Chapter I - OF THE PRINCIPLE OF UTILITY  

Utilitarianism was a political, economic and social doctrine which was widespread at the beginning of the 19th century among the industrial middle class whose interests it suited. Jeremy Bentham was the main theorist of this doctrine. The text below illustrates some of the most significant elements in the utilitarian doctrine  

TASK 

Identify from the text: 

a) The definition of utility 

Utility  the capacity of a product or a service to satisfy some human want or prevent      unhappiness or pain of the individual or the community.
b) The principle on which it is based 

Utility is based on to augment the happiness of the community is greater than any it has to diminish it.
c) The way in which utility can affect policies 

Utility can affect policies when the tendency to augment the happiness of the community is greater than any other.  

