Evaluation on R. Kipling’s fiction
Literary historians over the past century cannot agree on how much of the British Empire influences Kipling’s oeuvre. In each literary-historical period, different authors hold different views on where Kipling fits into the established canon and which works are of literary value. Later critics and historians are also emphasizing Kipling’s longer works while the earlier ones prefer his poetry, even though few name specific poems. The crux is Kipling’s imperialism. When history places a taboo on holding an imperial outlook, many of Kipling’s longer works are slighted. However, later historians see less of an imperial stance in Kipling’s oeuvre. Some show an awareness of literary criticism during their respective time period and some do not. Although Kipling will always be considered a writer of empire, recent criticism is reevaluating his problematic placement within the oeuvre of late Victorian and early modern imperial literature.
