TOSORATTI MATTEO

Textual analysis
(Bleak House, Chapter I)
· STRUCTURE
The chapter is written in prose. The text is divided in paragraph probably in accord to the content.
· CONTENT
It is autumn in London and the city is cold and fogged.  A difficult and famous lawsuit called Jarndyce and Jurndyce is brought before the Lord Chancellor.
There is bad atmosphere and the court is almost empty. Everyday “mad woman” visits the court and a poor man try to attract Chancellor but he is always ignored.  Now no one remembers what the lawsuit was about. Families have split over it and lawyers have grown rich from it. So, it is a joke among the lawyers and clerks.  The Lord Chancellor listens to a lawyer called Mr. Tangle, who is dismissed after. While the Chancellor goes out the poor man try to attract his attention again. Indeed the other people seem to be lost.
· CHARACTERISATION/S
The Lord Chancellor and the lawyers are presented like a corrupted man, moved by the interest to gain more and more money. They are based on an attitude of superiority, finalized on the exploitation of common people. 
The "little mad old woman”, the prisoner and the Shropshire man are others are some of this. On the other hand "The two young people" are sly. Indeed their names are not given. Dickens strengthens his attack on the court by implying that the Chancellor, though he is "Lord" and "High", is too negligent and uninterested to be able to recall their names.
· NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE/S
The third-person narrator is omniscient and intrusive. It provide the reader different information. In particular, it is focused on the high society’ s behaviour and the inner workings of the law and of British politics.
The beginning is in “medias res” to create a sense of confusion in the reader.
The weather reflects the meaning of situations, characters, and locations.
· OVERALL EFFECT
The chapter moves ponderously, dramatizing the inaction of Chancery and the stagnation of the lives that wait for its decisions. There is nothing here to satisfy a taste for fast-moving action. Dickens privileges the description and the language, rather than a rapidly developing plot.
· IDEAL READER
The intelligent reader understands that the fog is the key-word of the text. 
Indeed the fog may be the smog provides by the machine, that characterize the Industrial Revolution. But the fog isn’t only outdoor, in the environment, but it is also presents indoor, in the society. Here the fog becomes the representation of corruption which comes in surface with the lawyers, and of the mind’s status. Indeed the workers, the common people is unable to take decisions, because they are a part of a mechanical process. So, the key-word underlines the writer’s intention: putting in evidence the ruin  of many people's lives that the Chancery Court has made. 
