Analysis of the poem “Ulysses” by Lord Alfred Tennyson
In the present text I’m going to analyse “Ulysses” a poem by Lord Alfred Tennyson, written in 1833.
By reading the title the intelligent reader will immediately recognize Ulysses as the poem’s protagonist; the famous character has been privileged by many poets such as his initiator ,Homer, and Dante Alighieri, in particular Tennyson’s Ulysses turns up to be different from those versions, in fact he is old and no more strong, but also seems to be the fusion of them indeed, Homer's Ulysses learns from a prophecy of a last trip he will make after killing the suitors of his wife Penelope. 
The details of this last trip are provided precisely by Dante in the twenty-sixth canto of Inferno: Ulysses will die sailing too far because of his insatiable thirst for knowledge and his characterizing curiosity.
Knowledge and curiosity are key words in Ulysses characterization, to contribute to this aim Tennyson employs the narrative strategy of the dramatic monologue to give direct access to the audience to the protagonist's feeling, desires and thoughts.
That choice puts the poet in contrast with the Romantic poetry because the speaking voice is shifted from the poet to the main character of the monologue, in “Ulysses” the reader has the opportunity to identify himself in the speaking character and in addiction to understand the character’s psychology.
The poem is arranged into five stanzas of different length composed by blank verses, in addiction it is used the enjambement, indeed a thought does not end with the line-break so that it gives to the reader a sense of infinity.
The first stanza it’s the start of Ulysses line of thought, he starts from the present analysing his status of king but more precisely he is an idle king of a spectral, ruined kingdom ,made such by Ithaca's inhabitants to whom Ulysses refers as “savage race”, depriving them of their connotation of human beings and giving them an animal one, by this lexical choice Ulysses expresses his distance from them, his inability to create a relationship, a connection and  by the refuse of his people Ulysses expresses a refuse to a static, lazy and unmoral existence.
This refuse is provided by his life experiences indeed Ulysses lived great and terrible experiences, he discovered the meaning of friendship and hate, he travelled all around the world and came into contact with multiple people, ideas, traditions and customs but especially he "knew himself", so that journey, in contrast with Ithaca, became the tool to improve himself, he travelled a lot and for many years, reason why he has changed, he is not the same anymore so that he can’t be the king anymore, he wants to travel again and again.
According to that now he introduces his son Telemachus, he refers to him with the possessive adjective “my” underlining his affection towards him. 
Telemachus is connoted in a positive way through lexical choices such as “slow prudence”, “mite”, “good”,” duties”, ”useful”, features typical of the Victorian age, the lexical choice convey to provide an idea of a balanced and hardworking figure, that knows what’s right and what’s wrong and that is ready to sit on the throne ,this last point suggests a contrast between the two figures that in an indirect way represent two ways of living life.
On the same line of thought Ulysses creates during the entire poem a contrast between the journey and the static life in Ithaca.
The fourth stanza is characterized by a particular atmosphere that suggests the idea of a storm, despite this it seems to have a persuasive intent in fact Ulysses is trying to convince his crew to leave Ithaca once again, even if the storm and their age seem to be an obstacle, reminding them of the past glory.
By them departure Ulysses opens a reflection about death, he is aware that his time on Earth is closer to finish and he is not scared, what’s really scared him and result to him unboreable is spiritual death provided by a static life, he wants to travel again and be glorious and heroic till the end. 
The poem’s final line “to strive, to seek, to find and not to yield” became a motto to the poet’s Victorian contemporaries becoming a model of individual self-assertion.
In conclusion Ulysses loses part of its mythological connotation to invest the role of contemporary culture icon.
