GROUP 4_WEB QUEST 
GEOFFREY CHAUCER AND THE CANTERBURY TALES WEB PILGRIMAGE
1. Chaucer 
a) When was Chaucer born, and when did he die?

Geoffrey Chaucer was born in London during the 1343 and he died in London on the 28 of October 1400. 

b) What were his links to royalty?

Chaucer married Philippa Poet during the 1366, she was the damsel of the queen. He had a political career in some courts like Milan and Anversa. In addiction, he did the assistant, yeoman or esquire for the king Edoardo III.

c) What roles did he fulfill in life?

Geoffrey Chaucer did a lot of jobs in his life: he spent time in the Army, helped the royal crown, he did the vallet and he wrote a book.

d) What was happening in Europe during his lifetime?

An important event during the life of Chaucer was the “ Black Death”, an epidemic of bubonic plague which spread rapidly through Europe in 1348. The Black Death is reported to have killed about a third of Britain's population.

2. The Canterbury Tales 
a) What is a frame story (or frame narrative)?

A story within a story, within sometimes yet another story. The form thus also resembles the psychoanalytic process of uncovering the unconscious behind various levels of repressive, obfuscating narratives put in place by the conscious mind. As is often the case, a different individual often narrates the events of a story in each frame. This structure of course also leads us to question the reasons behind each of the narrations since, unlike an omnicient narrative perspective, the teller of the story becomes an actual character with concomitant shortcomings, limitations, prejudices, and motives. The process of transmission is also highlighted since we often have a sequence of embedded readers or audiences.

b) How does this technique of storytelling apply to The Canterbury Tales?

In the Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer uses frame narrative, bringing different characters, each of whom tells a story. This pilgrimage frame story brings together a number of storytellers, who appear with vivid personality traits, and build up dramatic relationships with one another and with the tales they tell. The General Prologue is the section of this poem that deals with frame narrative.

3. The Prologue 
a) What season is this? What are the clues Chaucer gives us?
“April”, “to generate therein and sire the flower”, “sweet breath”, “young sun” and “many little birds make melody” are all clues that suggest Spring. Furthermore, the pilgrims are going to start the pilgrimage, so the perfect season mustn’t be too cold, as Winter, too hot, as Summer, or too rainy, as Fall. 
b) Look at the differences between modern English and Middle English.

· “Shoures soote”  “showers sweet”  the first springtime rainfall, which seems “sweet” because it soothe the drought of the previous Winter; 
· “Croppes”  “shoots and buds”  the sprouts that blooms during Spring; 
· “Halwes”  “shrines”  a sacred place; 
· “Blisful”  “blessed”  someone who has been consecrated by some worship;
· “Corage”  “homage”  tribute. 
