IT’S LITERATURE
p. 112 es. 1
Read the passage about the ‘Great Chain of Being’ and fill in the gaps with the words provided.
In Elizabethan times there was a peculiar way of looking at life known as ‘The Great Chain of Being’. The name itself is quite revealing, since this conception of the universe was essentially based on the idea that everything – divine spirits, human beings, animals, even plants and inanimate objects – was connected (‘chained together’) according to a specific hierarchical order God sits at the top of this ‘ladder of being’ (scala naturae) and immediately beneath him sit the angels. These are spiritual entities which are unchanging and permanent and, therefore, they are considered as superior to the mortal and constantly changing condition of humankind and of all the elements below Man. Moreover, each link in the chain may be divided into sub-categories; for example, among human beings the king is at the top, followed by the aristocratic lords, with the peasants below them. The king’s position at the top of human social order embodies the so-called ‘doctrine of the Divine Right of King’s’ and it permeates the concept of family, where the father is seen as a head of the household. Below him, his wife; below her, their children. The same hierarchical structure is mirrored in the conception of the animal kingdom. At the top of the animals are wild beasts (such as lions), seen as superior since they defy training and domestication. Below them there are domestic animals, further sub-divided into useful animals (such as dogs and horses) and docile creatures (such as sheep). Below animals come plants, with useful trees such as oaks at the top. At the very bottom of the chain are minerals, with gold at the top and lead at the bottom, followed by rocks, sand, dust, and dirt at the very bottom of the entire great chain. To sum up, the core idea of ‘the Great Chain of Being’ is that everything imaginable has its specific place and rank, which gives order and meaning to the entire universe. Therefore this order must be carefully preserved; if this order is broken, chaos and catastrophes will follow, as we can see, for example, in many Shakespearian tragedies.
es. 2
What is the core idea behind the vision known as “the Great Chain of Being”? Provide examples to support your answer.

Elizabethans believed that God set out an order for everything in the universe. This was known as the Great Chain of Being. On Earth, God created a social order for everybody and chose where you belonged. In other words, the king or queen was in charge because God put them there and they were only answerable to God. This meant that disobeying the monarch was a sin, which was handy for keeping people in their place. The Elizabethans were very superstitious. The Great Chain of Being includes everything from God and the angels at the top, to humans, to animals, to plants, to rocks and minerals at the bottom. It moves from beings of pure spirit at the top of the Chain to things made entirely of matter at the bottom. Humans are pretty much in the middle, being mostly mortal, or made of matter, but with a soul made of spirit. You were a noble, or a farmer, because that was the place God had ordained for you.
es. 3

What interests and activities characterized the most notable Renaissance men?

· search for social accomplishment
· development of creativity

· attainment of knowledge in different fields
p. 113 es. 1

Watch the trailer of Elizabeth, the Golden Age (http://tiny.cc/q2grsy).

a. Name at least two problems that Elizabeth faces in the movie.
Unlike her father and brother, whose legitimacy was never questioned, Elizabeth had to confront dynastic challenges at her accession which continued almost until her death. Another problem for Elizabeth was that the religious persecution under her sister, Mary, had divided communities and traumatised English Protestants and their sympathisers.
b. Which countries are involved?
The countries involved are England, France, Spain, Scotland and Ireland.
c. Why was Mary, Queen of Scots, executed?
She was convicted for complicity and sentenced to death. On February 8, 1587, Mary Queen of Scots was beheaded for treason. Her son, King James VI of Scotland, accepted his mother's execution, and upon Queen Elizabeth's death he became king of England, Scotland and Ireland.
es. 2

Focus on the portraits.

a. How is Elizabeth represented?
The beautiful crown on her head is a symbol of the monarchy. Her portraits have long since passed the time when they needed to show she was the rightful queen; Elizabeth is the monarch. She is also wearing pearls, a symbol of virginity.
b. How do the symbols of power change over time?
The way the Queen was painted changed over the course of her reign. In the early years, the Queen was painted very simply, with little symbolism. In some paintings she looks perhaps like any other wealthy Elizabethan woman.
es. 3

Focus on the Tilbury Speech.

a. How does Elizabeth initially describe herself?
Elizabeth, throughout the entire speech, tries to compare herself to the people. Not just talking about life, but death as well, keeps Elizabeth close to the people because it reminds them that she is as mortal as they are. Moreover, Elizabeth talks about “my honour and my blood”, talking about not just her physical person, but also her feelings and emotions. Elizabeth is willing to sacrifice herself to protect her country and her people. The most important line of Elizabeth’s speech at Tilbury is “I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king, and of a King of England, too”. She acknowledges that her body may not be that of a king, but that she feels inside like a king. To end the paragraph, Elizabeth says that she will be “general, judge and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field”.
b. How does Elizabeth reassure her people?
Queen Elizabeth's intention for this speech was to address her troops and inspire them to fight with heart and courage for the freedom and love of the people of England. Elizabeth goes on to say that she does not “desire to live to distrust my faithful and loving people”, meaning that Elizabeth trusts people to defend her and England. She knows they are under fear and she tells them she will protect them.

