The Three Ravens
There were three ravens sat on a tree,

They were as black as they might be.
The one of them said to his mate,

'Where shall we our breakefast take?'
'Downe in yonder greene field,

There lies a knight slain under his shield.
'His hounds they lie downe at his feete,

So well they can their master keepe.
'His haukes they flie so eagerly,

There's no fowle dare come him nie.'
Downe there comes a fallow doe,

As great with yong as she might goe.
She lift up his bloudy hed,

And kist his wounds that were so red.
She got him up upon her backe,

And carried him to earthen lake.
She buried him before the prime,

She was dead herselfe ere even-song time.
God send every gentleman,

Such haukes, such hounds, and such a leman.

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS – The Three Ravens

The object of the present work is to discuss and analyse the ballad “The Three Ravens”.

Just considering the title, the intelligent reader can understand that the protagonists of the ballad are three ravens. Since the raven is a bird that also eats the corpses of animals and men, it has been associated with death and evil or misfortune. Considering the layout, the text is arranged into ten stanzas of two lines each.
The ballad starts with the first stanza, the function of which is to introduce the story, written from the point of view of three ravens who sit on a tree. Thus, I expect the ballad to be set in the middle of nature. Through alliteration it sounds as if they were attracted by something which is distant from the tree.

With the second stanza the dialogue between them begins. It is suggested by the use of the inverted commas. They are discussing what they should eat for breakfast.
Moving to the third stanza, one raven brings up the possibility of feasting upon the corpse of a recently slain knight, only to discover that his body had been preserved by his faithful hounds and hawks only to later be carried away and buried by a doe. Moreover, from the raven’s description he is “under his shield”.

In the fourth stanza, the poet introduces the hounds and hawks that  seem to show loyalty and protection to the knight. The intelligent reader can understand the difference between the three ravens and the hawks: indeed, the first, unlike the second, would like to feed on him. They guarded so well the corpse that no one dared approach him.
After that, from the line 12 to the line 20, the poet focuses the reader’s attention on the character of the doe. More precisely, he presents her through the showing technique, thus describing the character's actions (Downe there comes a fallow doe, She lift up his bloudy hed, She got him up upon her backe, And carried him to earthen lake, She buried him before the prime). Nevertheless, she dies “ere even-song time”.
In the last stanza, the talking raven addresses God and begs him to “send every gentleman, Such haukes, such hounds, and such a leman”. The doe implies the knight’s lady.
In conclusion, the meaning of the poem is interpreted as being a message about god's protection over all things, living and deceased. God has provided the knight protection from being defiled by the birds after his death. The knight preserves his dignity despite his death, though it was likely an unjust death. The choice of animals employed in “The Three Ravens” can be tied to their symbolism.
