

THE AUGUSTAN AGE
THE NEOCLASSICAL AGE
THE AGE OF REASON 
(18th century)


Imitation of classic writers:  Cicero, Homer, Virgil and Horace 


Major writers of the age: 
 Alexander Pope - Essay on criticism
  John Dryden - Essay of dramatic poesy
 Jonathan Swift - Gulliver's Travels 
 Daniel Defoe - Robinson Crusoe
 Joseph Addison - the Tatler; the Spectator 
 Rechard Steel -  the Tatler; the Spectator 


POETRY
 heroic couplet
 traslation from the classics
 A. Pope and J. Dryden


MIDDLE CLASS
 coffee house and club
 raise of general cultural level
 development of Philosophy and literature
 journals, newspapers and magazines


Augustan aesthetic principles:
 harmony and precision
 urbanity
 order and clarity
 stylistic decorum


PROSE
 essay and satire
 first form of journalism
J. Swift and J. Addison


NATURE 
= a grand and sometimes forbidding entity


