AZoia - THE ENGLISH MONARCHY
HENRY VIII

In this argumentative text I will speak about Henry VIII’s reign and all
the things he did.

In 1485 the Civil War between the families of York and Lancasters ended
with Henry VIII's victory and with him the Tudor dynasty started. . His
reign lived a period of peace and prosperity and new classes began to
emerge: the gentry, the yeomen and the merchants. He followed
imperialistic dreams and wanted to have all of the power for himself and
this is why ministers were hardly allowed to interfere with his decision.

He was married to e Catherine of Aragon, aunt to the Spanish emperor
Charles V but he wanted to divorce her because he knew that the Church
owned large estates and he wanted all the money of the Church. In
addiction, Catherine couldn’t give him a male child and he wanted to
have him because he wanted a male heir. He wanted to marry Anne
Boleyn and asked the Pope to declare his marriage null but The Pope
refused his request because he needed the support of Charles V against
the Lutherans. Henry then proclaimed himself Head of the Church of
England rejecting the authority of the Church of Rome. In 1534 he
summoned Parliament and made it pass the “Act of Supremacy” by
which the King was confirmed Supreme Head of the Church of England
and Protestantism was recognized as the State Religion. He was now
able to divorce his wife and marry Anne Boleyn. All Englishmen were
required to take an oath, known as the “"Oath of Supremacy”, by which
they accepted the rejection of the Pope’s authority and recognized the
marriage to Anne Boleyn as lawful. Those who refused to oath were
condemned to death on charge of high treason and among them there
was his Prime Minister and friend Sir Thomas More. Henry closed the
monasteries and confiscated their properties giving them to protestant
families that made up the new Tudor aristocracy. Through this decision
the Universities took the place of monasteries as seats of learning.

Even after getting married to Anne Boleyn he couldn’t have a male heir
because his wife gave birt to a female chilld, Elizabeth I.

ELIZABETH I

Elizabeth I, daughter of Henry XVIII and Ann Boleyn, is considered the
the most important and relevant, and also the first queen to ever rule
without a king. She was very cultured and inherited a nation in a bad
state. In 1558 she came to throne and she proved immediately a lot of



religious tolerance, indeed in the 1559 issued an Act of Supremacy and
started the independence of the church of England.

Elizabeth was fundamental for the increased of England’s prestige in
Europe: she favored trade, reinforced the fleet, achieved peace, stability
and prosperity. She defeated the so called Philip II's Invincibile

Armada in the English Channel and save England’s independence, while
also increased England’s prestige, and Spain loses power.

When Elizabeth died the Tudor dynasty ended, and Stuart dynasty
developed. She didn't left heir so came to throne her nephew, son of
Mary Stuart her stepsister, queen of Scotland. James had to ruled both
countries, England and Scotland as JameslI in England and James VI in
Scotland. The two countries remained separate until May 1707 when
they became a single state: the United Kingdom of England.
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