THE THIRTEEN COLONIES OF AMERICA ...

LESSON ABOUT CULTURE , INTERCULTURE, LANGUAGE

LEVEL: Primary school

INTRODUCTION

the lesson is based on a story with lots of images which help children to figure out a journey to New York ; then they will learn the names of some countries and people around the world and their peculiarities, they will be given the chance to see some views of New York, they will also know something about America’s history and, last but not least, they will experiment the power of a common language in communication among different people.
STEP 1
The story: a journey to New York
Mirella, a dear friend of mine, has just arrived from a journey to New York. She is a teacher like me: we look at the world around us keeping an eye on schools and students.

“ Hello. How are you? What about your journey? “

“ Great! I felt as if I was living in completely different place. You know, I visited the Glass Palace with  the UN offices. I was surprised.  I met a class of children there: it was a colourful class. Their skin was yellow, white, black, brown and red and then they had brown, black, blonde and red hair, too  ... and  all mixed up. They were all talking and laughing and having fun in a friendly mood, in English. This is also America. The class is the result of America’s history. “
STEP 2

“ What about America’s history “

Why does this class tell  America’s history?

Before Columbus went to America, only natives Americans lived in a huge, rich country. Later, for hundred of years,  America has been and in some ways still is, the green place for emigrants all over the world. The first were the Pilgrims from Europe. They settled around Boston and New York, searching a new opportunity of life. Others followed the original settlers and this time looking for fortune. They explored and colonized all the interior territories of the American continent up to modern California coast.

STEP 3

“ Where do those colourful children originally come from?

ACTIVITY

STEP 4

Describe yourself and your family: physical aspects and

language.

ACTIVITY

STEP 5

Imagine yourself in another part of the world and describe

the people you see: let’s say Japan, China, Egypt, South

Africa, Australia, Finland, Brazil, Mexico.

How could you communicate whit a friend from there?
ACTIVITY
 STEP 6
How could those children stay so well together?
