READING
TITLE: As you like it

PUBLISHING HOUSE: Longman

GRADE: Three

NOVELLIST: William Shakespeare

CHARACTERS:

Orlando: the youngest son of Sir Rowland de Boys

Oliver: the oldest son of Sir Rowland de Boys

Adam: the oldest of the farm workers

Duke Frederick: the new ruler by force and Real Duke’s brother

Real Duke: the old ruler

Rosalind: the Real Duke’s daughter and Celia’s cousin

Celia: Duke Frederick’s daughter and Rosalind’s cousin

Ganymede: Rosalind’s name in the forest

Aliene: Celia’s name in the forest

Touchstone: the Fool who loved Audrey

Jaques: a friend of banished Duke

Amiens: a friend of banished Duke

Silvius: a country man who felt in love with Phebe

Phebe: a beautiful girl who loved Ganymede

Audrey: a not beautiful girl

SETTINGS:

The Duke’s castle

The Forest of Arden

Oliver’s farm

A little cottage

TOPPICS:

The story is about two cousins, two brothers and some poor men. In a fight between Orlando and Charles, the duke’s wrestler, he met Rosalind and he immediately felt in love with her. After that Rosalind were banished by his uncle who have took his brother’s reign. Celia who loved Rosalind decided to go with her cousin and they, disguised in a man and a poor girl, went in  the Forest of Arden. At the same time, Orlando went away from his brother’s farm because, after their dad’s  died, he were maltreated by Oliver. Later on some adventure, Ganymede (alias Rosalind) met Orlando in the forest and she wanted to know if his love for her was true and she “cured” him for love. One afternoon Orlando saw his brother in danger and he helped him. Oliver was surprised and he decided to be nice to him. Phebe felt in love with Ganymede but when she discovered he is a lady she married Silvius, her best friend. Finally there was a big wedding: Rosalind married Orlando, Oliver married Celia, Phebe married Silvius and Touchstone married Audrey.
THEMES:

Love

Betrayal

Usurpation

Family relationship

MESSAGE:

You don’t betray your family and mistreat your friends and family.

If you love someone you must say it to her/his and don’t leave conditioned.

You must hear your feelings.

NEW WORDS OR VERBS

To treat: prendersi cura di

Plenty of troubles: tanti problemi

To fight: combattere

Ruler: sovrano

In content: velocemente
Banishment: bando

Touchstone: pietra di paragone – Pietraccia

The Fool: il giullare

Instead: anziché

Tongue: lingua

Brook: ruscello

Deer: cervo

Caring: interesse

To sweep: spazzare

Greasy: grasso

Citizens: cittadini

To burn: bruciare

Weak: debole

TITLE: Much Ado About Nothing
PUBLISHING HOUSE: Longman

GRADE: Three

NOVELLIST: William Shakespeare

CHARACTERS:
Leonato: he governed Messina for Don Pedro

Don Pedro: the prince of Aragon

Hero: Leonato’s beautiful daughter

Beatrice: Leonato’s pretty niece who always argued with Benedick but she loved him
Claudio: a young man from Florence who felt in love with Hero
Benedick: another young man who always argued with Beatrice but he loved her
Don John: Don Pedro’s half brother

Borachio: a henchman of Don John
Conrade: a henchman of Don John

Margaret: a gentlewoman of Hero
Ursula: a gentlewoman of Hero
Dogberry: a watchman of Messina

Verges: a watchman of Messina

SETTINGS:
Leonato’s castle

The city of Messina

The garden

The window under Hero’s bedroom

TOPPICS:
The story is about Hero and Claudio, two young people. Claudio came back from the war and he felt in love with Hero. Don John didn’t want that they married and he tried to make seem Hero a traitor. At the begin he had success but his two henchmen drunks confessed the plan. Finally Claudio and Hero got married and in the same day Benedick and Beatrice got engaged after the succeed of Leonato’s plan and the evil Don John was arrested.
THEMES:
Love

Betrayal

Deceit

Hate

MESSAGE:
You don’t have to believe to the words of an evil and lying person.

If you love someone you must say it to her/his and don’t fell ashamed.

You don’t look for the appearances.
NEW WORDS OR VERBS:

Much ado about nothing: tanto rumore per nulla

Ado: rumore

Glad: felice

To go on: andare avanti

At least: almeno

Much more: molto di più

Bachelor: scapolo

To force: costringere

Fare thee well and farewell: addio

Evil: malvagio

Gentlewoman: damigella di compagnia

Disguise: travestimento

Watchman: sentinella

Priest: prete

Mad: pazzo

Nor do I: neppure io

Hopeless: senza speranza

Distain: sdegno

To deceive: ingannare

Ass: asino

Hidden: nascoste
