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TITLE: The L-Shaped Room
PUBLISHING HOUSE: Longman
GRADE: Six
NOVELLIST:  Lynne Reid Banks
CHARACTERS: 
Malcolm: a queer actor

Terry: her actor, her boyfriend before leaving Theatre Company and the baby’s father

Father: her father

Jane Graham: the protagonist

John Graham: a doctor

Toby Coleman – Tobias Cohen: a Jew boy, a writer, her neighbour and her new boyfriend

John: her neighbour, her friend and felt in love with Toby

Doris: the landlady and Charlie’s wife

James Paige: her boss

Dottie: Jane’s best friend

Mavies: a neighbour

Dr Maxwell: Hammersmith doctor

David – “It”: Jane’s baby

Charlie: Doris’ husband

Addy: Jane’s aunt
SETTINGS:

Fulham: the place where she lives
Frank’s: a café in Fulham

London: where she lived before

Drummonds Hotel: where she works

L – Shaped Room: her room in Fulham

TOPPICS: 
The story is about a young girl, Jane, that, after a row over love (a man in the Theatre Company loved her boyfriend) have to go away. Seven years later she met the actor who was her boyfriend and they made love. Then she moved in Fulham, in a sordid house, where she met two new friends: John, a black man, and Toby, a Jew. There she discovered to be pregnant. After that she felt in love with Toby, but John felt betrayed because he loved Toby too. She moved again in her Aunt’s house where she worked as a writer, and finally, when her aunt died, she went to live with her father who had turned her out considering her a tart. Toby ran away and Terry, the dad of the Jane’s baby, tried to find him. At the end Jane and his baby, David, lived in her Father’s house with him, Terry went away and Toby became, for the moment, only a friend.

THEMES:
Love, Family, Embarrassment, Fidelity, Importance of life.
MESSAGES:
I think the message would be that life is important and love too. You have to follow your emotions to have a good and beautiful life and if something bad happen you have to overcome it with people who you love but at the same time be independent.
NEW WORDS OR VERBS: 
Sordid: sporco
Basement: piano terra

Landlady: proprietaria di casa

Curtains: tende

Dead-eyed: finestre oscurate

Wiped: pulite

Queer: gay

Nearby: accanto

Cheek: guancia

Guilty: colpevole

Bear: sopportare

Waitress: cameriera

Press: stampa

Frightened: terrorizzato

Getting rid: liberarsene

Streams: rigagnoli

Awkward: imbarazzato

Handkerchief: fazzoletto

Fitted: rispecchiare

Tart: puttanella

Ahead: mancanti

Gain: accumulare

Pale: pallida

Jew: ebreo

Upset: sconvolto

Partly: non completamente

Eager: volere ardentemente

Hurry: fretta

Bloody: terribilmente

Seed: seme

Ages: lungo tempo

Knee: ginocchio

Faint: svenire

Pain: dolore

Miscarriage: abortire

Wicked: cattivo

Ringless hand: mano senza fede

Jaw: mascella
