HUMANISM
This  movement began firstly in Italy than in Europe and it interested art, literature, learning,law and civic life.

BUT WHAT IS HUMANISM?

· Rediscovery and re-evaluation of the aspects of classical civilization (ancient Greece and Rome)

· The application of these aspects to intellectual and social culture

· The reaction against scholasticism( intellectual school of Middle Ages

WHY IN ITALY?

Italy had never completely lost Latin literacy. In fact Latin was still taught in school and universities.

It was not confined mainly to churchman (as it was elsewhere in    Europe). People who wants to became notaries learned Latin

(basing on the rhetorical works of Cicero

People began to re-examine these works.

WHO WAS THE FIRST HUMANIST?

Most scholars think of Petrarch (Italian poet and writer)
· His influence continued to be felt throughout the entire humanistic movement and his successors called him their spiritual father.

· He was a great admirer of Cicero, in fact he rediscovered and translated much of his correspondence and he use his style in his own Latin writing.

· He was a man with a foot in the future and a foot in the past.

· He was a Florentine.

Florence was one of the two Italian republics (with Venice)
· Petrarch gives inspiration at the intellectual of Florence that carried on and expanded his works.
· His successors were not only scholars but leading men that felt duty as Florentine citizens to serve their Republic. 

Early humanists were the ones who invented the terms “Middle Ages” and “Renaissance”. Before this time history was seen as a continuum (no distinction between civilization of Greece and Rome and that of medieval period.

· Humanists defined classical antiquity as something which was long past, but to be admired and revived.

Increased interests in manuscripts.

Humanists( undertook large journeys wandering monastery to monastery and finding works forgotten for centuries. 

· New translation and edition were produced and disseminated

· The humanists wanted to produce an accurate translation of the Bible( born of critical scholarship in order to produce the most accurate edition possible.

· Invention of printing press( for the first time man and women could acquire their own book.

FRANCIS PETRARCH (1304-1374)
· Born in Arezzo 
· Italian scholar, poet and humanist
· Studied at Montepellier (1319-23) then moved in Bologna where it studied law (1323-25)

· Interested in writing and Latin literature (also his friend Giovanni Boccaccio)

· Famous for his poem addressed to Laura, his unreturned love

· April 6 1327 he saw Laura in the church of Sainte-Claire d’ Avignon and she became the queen of his poetry

· The majority of his works were in Latin

· Known as a devoted student of antiquity

· His critical spirit made him a founder of Renaissance Umanism

