Exercises about Eveline
COMPREHENSION

1. Eveline’s dilemma is her indecision about an important choice: she wants to leave home and start a new life in Buenos Aires with Frank, her fellow but at the same time she is afraid.

2. She wants to stay since she promised her mother to take care of her family but she wants to leave since her life is hard and she does not want to go crazy like her mother did. 

3. The text implies that Eveline’s life is marked by dissatisfaction and pain: she would break with conventions and promises but she is not brave enough. Moreover, it seems as if she gave great importance to the other people’s opinion, that is influent on her choices.

4. Miss Gavan would be glad. She didn’t get on well with her. 

5. Eveline is a girl who is afraid of risk and gives importance to family; on the contrary Frank seems to love adventures and risk, travels and new experiences and Eveline’s father seems to be a strict man who represses his emotions. 
INTERPRETATION
6. 1st sequence: present 2nd sequence: memories of youth 3rd sequence: reflection on the differences between past and present and on her choice 4th sequence: memories of the first meeting with Frank and her father’s reaction to their relationship 5th sequence: memories about her family  6th sequence: what is happening all around her 7th sequence: her mother’s last day 8th sequence: back to present: decision to escape - caesura - 9th sequence: departure 

7. “a maze of distress” is “un labirinto di angoscia”: the expression can be linked to pale, cold, nausea, seas tumbled about her heart

8. “could she still draw back after all he had done for her?” is an example of interior monologue

9. other examples are “Escape! She must escape”, “Why should she be unhappy?” the device lets the reader know what happens in the character’s mind so that he can identify with her

10. Joyce uses a third person omniscient narrator

CREATIVE WORKSHOP

Dear Frank,
I believed that the escape were the solution to all my problems. Your plan looked perfect to me… 

You offered me a new life, a new chance, a marriage and happiness and I trusted you but the truth is that I am not brave enough to break with my past and forget about the promise I kept, up to now. 

My life has always appeared boring and hard to me but I’m not ready to leave it: my family is not perfect but I love them, Dublin is chaotic but it is still my home…

I’m sorry, but I was afraid 

I hope you’ll make your dreams come true

Eveline 

