FIRST CLASS TEST – I TERM 
The Modern age developed between 1890 and 1930. Modernism is chracterized by the search for meaning since man felt lost because his traditional points of reference had been destroied: God, Hell, Heaven were the traditional points of reference.

J. Joyce collection of stories The Dubliners belongs to the Modern age and it has some typical features of Modernist literature. The reader's role in modernist literature is relevant because he bUilds up his own meaning reading the text and the narrator doesn't filter totally what he is reading and the reader's point of view. 

Particularly in the last story The Dead the reader can make own idea of characters by their thoughts, behaviours and language that are shown in the narration. 

Through Gabriel's thoughts in the long story tha reader can understand the protagonist idealogy: Gabriel thinks of how death is the only certain end of any human being. 

The protagonist is watching out of the window and the snow covers all irish land. He uses a metaphor: like the snow that covers everything death is the inevitable conclusion of man. So he concludes that is better to live a life full of passions and emotions rather than waiting for death without acting. 

In follows that The Dead are only physically dead but their souls and minds are too (for example Gabriel feels ashamed because he hasn't felt a grat love like his wife's one for a young boy in youth)
