SHE WAS FAST ASLEEP – The Dead 
She was fast asleep.
The espression “fast asleep” (“profondamente addormentata”) recalls to the reder's mind dead: sleep like dead, oblivion, paralysis, unable to act. 
The theme of sleep is a fable's feature: in the fable  everything is an illusion and it isn't real, like the Dubliners which live in a “world” of appearance.
So she had had that romance in her life: a man had died for 

her sake. It hardly pained him now to think how poor a part he, her husband, had played in her life. 
The epiphay*: Gabriel's soul and mind wander from the illusion to be the only man who his wife had ever love to the counsciousness of the opposite: his wife love and were beloved by a young boy who had died for her.

Gabriel becomes aware of do not enough for her: he think only of the appearance – in the first part of the story he worry about the wife's new overshoes.
* Is the 12th night, the 6th of Jenuary, when Christ was visited by 3 wise men and his divinity was revielt to the world.

It derives from a greek word: “epiphanein” meaning “to manifest” and prechristian time it was used to record apparance of gods and godness. Traditionally the word has capt this specific religion association, but in our century it has been secularized to refer to other, non - divine forms of revelations. 

A petticoat string dangled to the floor. One boot stood upright, its limp upper fallen down: the fellow of it lay upon its side. He wondered at his riot of emotions of an hour before. From what had it proceeded?
In the extract is underlined the theme of dissatisfaction: to the main character happens what he doesn't want. 

He would cast about in his mind for some words that might console her, and would find only lame and useless ones
The death it isn't only of the body but also of the mind. He cannot find the right words for an important situation like a mourning. Death is unforeseen even if he know that it happens sooner or later. 
Generous tears filled Gabriel’s eyes. He had never felt like that himself towards any woman, but he knew that such a feeling must be love.
J. Joyce characterized Gabriel like an anti - hero: he is paralized and unable to act in front of his emotions because he had never felt an emotion like that. The guests think that Gabrile is a model(he is an intellectual and a writer) but it isn't what is going on: he makes mistakes and is weak and vulnerable even if he wants to show his force. So people are fuctional to better to put into focus Gabriel in the center of attention.

The time had come for him to set out on his journey westward
J. Joyce conveys the idea of life like journey that ends in the west place of the afterworld. The west is the place where the sun set, it is  all along the setting of death (sunset = death of sun = death of human beings -->  moon rises = night like death ).  

His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead
The repetition of “falling faintly ” slow down the rhythm and gives a sense of standstill, no action, phligm in front of dead because it cannot be stopped. 

The book reviewer Giorgio Melchiori (Roma , 19 agosto 1920 – Fregene , 8 febbraio 2009 ) said about The Dead: “come il libro si apriva sulla scena della morte di un prete paralitico e diveniva poi cronaca di  esistenze sempre più spente, così si chiudeva ora con una storia esemplare nella quale un  sottile gioco di immagini fa dei morti gli unici esseri veramente presenti e vivi in un mondo in cui i viventi giacciono come sepolti sotto una coltre di neve.”
The Dead is set in the winter period and this association isn't casual: adult age is conceived such a phase of mind's and body decay and paralysis to which J. Joyce associates the cold winter, frosty and atrophying. 
