Activities on the novel Why Be Happy When You Could Normal? 
What happens in the first and second chapter? 

· The first chapter of novel is The Wrong Crib. The substantive crib recalls the reader's attention on the religious image: Adam and Eve, God created Eve from Adam's crib (the two genders are connected from a crib). The adjective wrong (wrong crib – wrong child)gives the sens of refusal.- So the intelligent reader can appreciate the hard familiar situation (the mother doesn't accept the adopted daughter). In the chapter the main characters are Jeanette and her mother, she mentions to his father. In the chapter the narrator introduce the chapter of mother: she describes her physically and their relationship. At the end of chapter the narrator deals with theme of be adopted child: she compares it with a book with the first few pages missing, so literature and writers life are immediately linked. 

· The second chapter entitles My Advice To Anybody Is: Get Born.  The title seems get warn, because the writer uses the imperative, the writer provides information of set and date of her birth (Manchester, 1959). She describes her birthplace like a good place to be born and she adds some historical information about Manchester: it was the first industrial city in England and was linked to London with canals and railways. The city was full on contradiction, was a mix of trend of thought. At the end of chapter the writer describes her childhood, the hard punishments of her mother and gives her definition of word happy: the fortune determines if you will happy or not.  
What is the function of the first 2 chapters?
· The writer organizes the novel in the first chapter: the atmosphere is set here. She introduce her mother and her relationship with book: she writes to escape suffering; she underline the hard carrier of female writer in the 20th century (she mentions Virginia Woolf, Jane Austin). 
· The function of second chapter is to provide a moor deep description of family and set - your birthplace, your family affect your identity. Besides the theme of adoption is introduced: Jeanette adopted mother hadn't kids so she was seen like unlucky and assigned her bad luck to Devil.
What is the narrative technique? 
She is writer and the main character, so she is a omniscient narrator (1st person narrator). 
