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ANALYSIS OF THE TEXTS:
· An essay by Alexis de Tocqueville
· An extract from Charles Dickens’ Hard Times   (with references to the second chapter of the novel Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal by Jeanette Winterson).
Tocqueville’s  text is a diary of a journey: it is a descriptive text and it speaks about Manchester, following his impressions about the city.

In order to talk about the city Tocqueville appeals both to geographical references and to the emotional impressions he gets. He makes use of the language of senses impressions: he appeals to sight and hearing (for example the noise of the machinery) but he’s not neutral (it is very similar to Jeanette Winterson’s memoir). 

While describing he affects the reader: he expresses disgust, convincing the reader that his own thoughts are true.  

The text provides a man-made (and negative) vision of Manchester: it sounds as if Tocqueville were telling the reader that men are destroying themselves with their own hands. 
 In the text there’s also the idea of the individual against society: he condemns  industrialization and he also criticizes the architecture of the period.

The fifth chapter of Hard Times by Charles Dickens is a narrative text and it provides the reader of a nice description of Manchester.
The extract begins with a pretext to introduce the description of Manchester: two people, Messrs. Bounderby and Gradgrind are walking and talking about the city.

 “Coketown” is a product of imagination, since it is a rhetoric noun: he refers to coke, the most important fuel of industries, that is without coke there’s no industrialization. 

The first piece of information Dickens provides is that Manchester is a triumph of fact: it reminds to something concrete, not abstract.

The additional information given by the narrator is that in Coketown there was no place for fancy: imagination and fancy scare power, because they may create opposition.
Considering the second paragraph the reader can note the description of the machinery: in particular the description of smoke is given by the image “serpents of smoke”.
Throw the language the narrator provides a negative image of smoke, according to the religious code (serpent = evil) : it goes back to the Puritan vision of the world (Parable of Talents), that is if you don’t improve your economic and social situation, you are damned.
Afterwards the 3rd person omniscient narrator describes the canal and the river: in order to describe the water he appeals to smell and sight in a synesthetic way; he focuses the reader’s attention on the red and black colors: they symbolize an high level of pollution in the city, but they’re also the colors of evil and hell.

Also the appeal to hearing is excellently rendered in the onomatopoeic use of the words rattling and trembling: the whole text is made by an orchestrated use of language.

The most important level of connotation is the syntactical one: the narrator plays with the positions of words.

