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Group work
 Make a comparison between: 

1. the second chapter of the book “Why be Happy When You Could be Normal?”, by Jeanette Winterson : My Advice to Anybody is: Get Born;
2. The text “The Chief Features of the Industrial Revolution” by Arnold Toynbee;
3. The article “Business and Management”, taken from The Economist.

Reading and analyzing the texts we found a common theme: the Industrial Revolution and the consequent birth of Capitalism.
In particular we’ve analyzed the similarities and the differences between the texts: it allowed us to understand the pros and cons of the Industrial Revolution and to notice the multi-faceted nature of Capitalism. 

Reading the second chapter of “Why be Happy When You Could be Normal?” (My Advice to Anybody is: Get Born) we found some sentences which struck our attention: 
·  Manchester spun riches beyond anybody wildest dream, and wove despair and degradation into the human fabric;
· The textile boom of the 19th century sucked all the surrounding villages and satellite settlements into one vast moneymaking machine;
· ... everything the machine could achieve, and the terrible human cost;
· Its purpose was change, not talk about change;
· ... a city that had no time for thinking;
· ... we were the mass at the factory gates;
· ... but what is terrible about industrialization is that makes escape necessary;
· In a system that generates masses, individualism is the only way out.
J.  Winterson describes the process of industrialisation towards her life in Manchester, her native city: she speaks about the develop of the city and she underlines the double nature of its process of industrialisation, highlighting the negative aspect, that is the terrible conditions of workmen.
Manchester  represented, at the same time, energy  and  degradation, since the pursuit of wealth  submitted all the population:  Everyone who visited Manchester both admired it and felt appalled / its spirits had a contrariness in it- at once untamed and  unmetropolitan, at the same time,  connected and worldly.
 A negative consequence of the new factory system was the destruction of any kind of individuality: this was probably caused by the social revolution and the new relationships between lords and workmen. People contemporary felt amazed and appalled. Everything lost any kind of sense. 
We found close connections with the text “The Chief Features of the Industrial Revolution” by Arnold Toynbee: he states  that, on one side, the Industrial Revolution brought wealth, it improved the system of production and it gave employment but, on the other side, workers were considered objects, indeed  they were obliged to work in bad conditions with little work rights. 
If J. Winterson analyzes the consequences of the Industrial Revolution (birth of Utilitarianism), Toynbee studies and explains the Revolution: he judges it as a process that affected the whole world, so his text deals with history and economy.
What’s more, reading the article “Business and Management”, taken from The Economist, the contradictory and ambiguous nature of Capitalism comes to the surface: the article touches a very actual theme, because nowadays capitalism has to face a difficult crisis, since European economy is going to collapse. 
Summing up the most important similarity we’ve found is the contradictory and multi-faceted nature of Capitalism and progress, especially after the Industrial Revolution: this process contemporary took well-being and destruction, but nowadays our duty is to help and respect each other, in order to establish an economical, political and social balance. 
